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MINI EXPO!
An exhibitor display application

is in this issue!

You may also apply online at
www.fmca.us/miniexpo2007

Rooms at the Hyatt are limited.
Reserve now and enjoy the
spectacular views of the St.

John’s River in downtown Jax!

This month’s masthead photo shows a
beautiful Harbor Marine Dock

Company installation on the St. John’s,
with the Jacksonville skyline rising

across the water.

Mini Expo Staff Needed!
A few good volunteers to staff the
registration center May 4-5, 2007

will be GREATLY appreciated!
Call 321-453-3051!

FMCA Salutes all our outstanding Expo Sponsors

Charlotte County Seawalls, Robbins Manufacturing, Northstar
Vinyl, International Special Risks, Dealer Risk Service, Trimax
Building Products, Formex Manufacturing, Honc Marine
Construction, American East Coast Distributors, Hopping,
Green & Sams, Stemic Enterprises, Brinker Brown/Muro, Cloud
9 Services, American Marine Construction, dee Concrete,
Snavely Forest Products, Shoreline Lumber and ShoreMaster.

Board Boosts Contractor
Member Requirements

Effective July 1, 2007,
Contractor Members
will be required to

provide proof of licensing
and insurance coverage when
renewing FMCAMemberships.

New Contractor
Applicants already
must provide proof of
licensing and insur-
ance coverage.

However, the Board
had grandfathered this
requirement for existing Contractor
Members pending progress on a
statewide certified marine contrators’
license, and the implementation of the
new 6006F workers’ comp class code for

marine construction. The class code is in
place, and a recommendation from the
Joint Legislative Committee on
Intergovernmental Relations to institute
a state license is in the works, and is a key
outcome of the 2006 Dock Permitting
Workshops held at FMCA Expos.

The Board voted in the new requirement
at its January 11
meeting in Ft.
Lauderdale. The vote
was unanimous on a
motion by Kent
Safriet and a second
by Val Grabowski.

ACCEPTABLE LICENSES AND

INSURANCE COVERAGE

In order to renew, Contractor Members
must hold a valid Florida general,

Proof of Licensing and Insurance Required for Renewals

FOR MORE

BOARD MEETING NEWS
SEE THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Requirements continues on page 3
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Introducing low-maintenance TimberTech DockSider™ Plank.

©2006 TimberTech. All rights reserved.

The planks span 24”on-center for residential and commercial applications and are engineered for maximum strength 
to weight efficiency. They’re great for dock, marina and boardwalk applications. New TimberTech DockSider Plank is
specially formulated to stand up to the rigors of a waterfront lifestyle. The distinctive VertiGrain finish looks like wood
and reduces slippery conditions when wet. DockSider Plank, available in Cedar and Grey, resists fading, weathering, 
rotting, warping, and doesn’t need to be stained or sealed. Your customers will appreciate
the beauty of real wood, and the low maintenance of TimberTech DockSider Plank.

To become a TimberTech Elite Contractor or for more information, visit www.timbertech.com
or call 1-800-307-7780.

The January 11th 2007
FMCA Board Meeting
was the most produc-

tive I have ever attended.

EVERYONE GETS THE VOTE

The Board voted to grant full voting
rights to Professional and Associate
Members. This means when the next
Board elections are held, all members
have the opportunity to cast a ballot.

Director Rick Fender presented the
opposing view. He contended that
FMCA is a Contractor Association,
and that contractor leadership and
control of  the Association must be
preserved. He added that the input of
Associates and Professionals is criti-
cally important, but decisions should
be made by contractors. He was
joined in his opposition by Charlie
Grindrod. 

All others voted in favor of  expanded
voting rights and the motion passed.

2ND VICE PRESIDENT ADDED TO
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Interestingly, the next item was a
motion to add the 2nd Vice
President, Dan Gileo, to the
Executive Committee. When the
position was created last year, the
exact purpose of  the officership was
left unresolved. 

Blame this one on me, but what’s the
point of  having an officer who isn’t
involved in the decision-making of

Executive Director’s Report

Universal suffrage; heightened professional requirements;
heightened Professional Member dues; a complete flipflop
in the Expo Schedule; and progress in our struggle to
improve the development of  agency “guidance”. 

Executive Director’s Report continues on page 4

Steven Webster

Replace with
ACE Universal Bunks

Your old bunks are shot!

Reasons to replace with Aluminum...Installation is easy...
Ace universal bunks can be fitted to any
manufacturer’s lift, galvanized or aluminum.
Ace’s universal bunks eliminate the floating cradle 
problem and the unsightly appearance of warped 
and faded wooden bunks with ragged carpet. 

As easy to install as wooden bunks and adapt the 
same way; simply attach the bracket to the cradle 
beam and drill to fit the aluminum bunks The Ace 
Universal Bunks will lift up to 20,000lbs. 
Ready to ship!

800-826-3573
www.aceboatlifts.com
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Reasons to replace with Aluminum...Installation is easy
As easy to install as wooden bunks and adapt the 
same way; simply attach the bracket to the cradle 
beam and drill to fit the aluminum bunks 
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Ready to ship!
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sal Bunks will lift up to 20,000lbs. 008
www

3753--3628-0
moc.stfftiltaobeca.ww.



Government Affairs
Kent Safriet, Hopping Green & Sams, 850-222-7500

Insurance & Benefits
Ian Greenway, LIG Marine, 727-578-2800
Melanie Jones, SteMic Enterprises, 239-481-7143
Lori Sousa, Dealer Risk Services, 561-752-0199

Legal Affairs
James Char les, Lewis, Longman & Walker, 904-737-2020

Meetings & Events
Lori Sousa, Dealer Risk Services, 561-752-0119
Char lie Henry, American East Coast Distributors, 
954-764-1001

Membership Services
Dan Gileo, Decks & Docks Lumber, 727-399-9663

Permitting & Licensing
Charlie Grindrod, G & D Constructors, 407-349-9095
John Loftis, Loftis Marine Division, Inc., 850-934-0530
Murray Shatt, Lifetime Dock  & Lumber, 305-745-2840
Bill Caldwell, Shoreline Marine, 813-645-3625
Val Grabowski, Heritage Docks, 727-328-8232

Professional Development
Mike McCar tney, American Marine Construction, 
239-945-7759
David Mulicka, Honc Marine Contracting, 239-772-2378
Rick Fender, Cloud Nine Services, 407-481-2750

Chapter Oversight
Mike Jones, John Loftis, David Mulicka, Char lie Grindrod,
Murray Shatt (the five elected Chapter representatives to
the Board)

Best Management Practices
All Contractor board members; Board Members Bruce
Palmer, Kent Safriet and Kristy Tingle
Dean Matthews; Timber Piling Council, 800-410-2070

2007 Meeting Dates

Mini Expo: May 4-5, 2007
JACKSONVILLE
Downtown Hyatt overlooking
the St. John’s River. (Advice to
the wise: do not miss this one.
And reserve rooms early! )

July 13-14, Quarterly Meeting

2007 4th Annual Dock & Marine Expo
October 12-14 2007
Hyatt on Sarasota Bay
FMCA is delighted to return to this outstanding hotel! 
January 12-13, 2008 Quarterly Mtg

2008 Meeting Dates

2008 Fifth Annual Dock & Marine Expo
April - May 2008, Orlando
That’s right: the Expos are switching dates!

July 12-13 Quarterly Meeting

Mini Expo: October, 2008 
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FMCA COMMITTEES FMCA MEETINGS

Reserve rooms, reg-
ister to exhibit, pay

dues all online!

FMCA Committees are
NOT just for Board
Members!

Each and every member is
encouraged to participate
on a Committee. 

Call the committee
contact person to volun-
teer, and to discuss how
you propose to help. And,
of course, just saying
“We’ll do whatever needs

to be done” is an ample
description. The contact
phone number is listed
below the committee
name. Or, you may call or
email any Board Member
for more info (see the
back cover).

Questions? Suggestions?
Concerns? Call the
Committee Chair, a Board
Member, or FMCA’s office.

BECOME A COMMITTEE MEMBER

All meetings are open to Members and Prospects. 
Mike Jones

Dear Members,

The big news from the
most recent FMCA
Board Meeting is the

extension of  voting rights to
associate and professional
members of  our organiza-
tion. This privilege was granted to
those members after a short debate
concerning the pros and cons of
such a decision.  It was ultimately
decided to approve the decision
based on the fact that the associate

and professional members of  our
organization have become very
involved in the Association.
Although this is primarily a “con-
tractor” organization, the businesses
that comprise the associate and pro-
fessional classes have just as much to
gain or lose when it comes to govern-
ment/regulatory decisions.

With this new privilege comes new
dues.  Professional members will be
paying the same dues as those in the
contractor and associate classes. In
2007, all Profes sionals will pay
$500/year. In 2008, new Profes -
sional members will pay $500;
renewals will be $750, just like
Associates and Contractors. 

The board also spent time debating
this issue.  In the end we all realized
that we may lose some members, but
those losses will be offset by the
majority of  the wise members who
will renew because they realize the
value of  the Association and its
important role in the success of  their
business. 

MEMBER SUPPORT OF MEMBER
ORGANIZATIONS

The discussion of  professional
members and the value of  the
Association to their businesses is the
focus of  my next topic. 

I am firm believer in supporting the
businesses that support our organiza-
tion.  In other words I try to buy sup-
plies, materials, services, etc. only

from other members.  I realize that
this is impossible to do 100% of  the
time, but I can tell you that you can
get pretty close if  you try.  My theory
is this, if  a company involved in the
sale of  products/services to the
marine construction industry cannot
support the Association that is dedi-
cated to keeping marine construction
alive, then I don’t want to support
them. 

When a salesperson calls or stops by
my office one of  the first questions I
ask them is “Are you a member of
the FMCA?”  They have probably
heard of  the Association.  Most of
the solicitations that you and I get
are a result of  information gathered
from a quick internet search for
“marine contractors florida”.  Try
that phrase or any variation of  it on
Google or any other search engine.
Within the first five results you will
get www.fmca.us.  If  they are not
members then I try to persuade them
to become members, mentioning the
access to potential customers within
our organization.

In conclusion, I encourage all of  you
to support companies that support
you.

Sincerely,

Mike Jones
President 

President’s Letter

My theory is, if  a company involved in the marine 
construction industry cannot support the Association,

then I don’t want to support them.

building or residential contractor’s
license, or a valid county marine,
general, building, or residential con-
tractor’s license.  Occupational
Licenses are not acceptable – and in
2007, will no longer be called a
“license,” but a “business tax.” 

Contractor members must also provide
proof  of  Workers Comp coverage
under Class Code 6006F, which is the
class code coverage required to engage
in marine constrution in Florida.

“Marine construction has been the
‘red-haired stepchild’ of  the construc-
tion industry,” said FMCA President
Mike Jones. “Many counties had abso-
lutley no licensing requirements, and
State agencies had no means of
enforcing either licensing or insurance
– and not much interest in doing it.

“This is a key step toward protecting
the businesses and livelihoods of
licensed and insured marine contrac-
tors,” Jones concluded.

Requirements continues 



his peers? 

Rick Fender was in the opposition, concerned that adding
another Associate / Professional to the Exec Committee
might result in tie votes.

Kent Safriet, himself  a Professional Member and
Drector, proposed that the 2nd VP be a non-voting
member of  the Exec Committee. That motion passed
unanimously.

That means Dan and I are both non-voting members of  the
Executive Committee. That and $5 will get us a “grande” at
Starbucks..... :)

Q. Is maintaining Contractor control of  the
Association imporant to you?

PROFESSIONAL DUES MATCH CONTRACTORS AND
ASSOCIATES

Professional Members dues increase, effective immedi-
ately, to parity with Associate and Contractor Members:
$500 for the first year and $750 thereafter. This means
that current Professional Members will pay $500 for their
next renewal, and $750 thereafter.

The  motion was made and seconded by the two
Professional Members on the Board: Kent Safriet and
Lori Sousa. It passed unanimously.

The change puts all membership classes on equal footing
— moreover, it recognizes the heightened importance of
Professional Members. “The simple fact is that every
Contractor or Associate needs the help of  Professional
Members,” said Treasurer Kristy Tingle. 

Q. The by-laws limit Professionals to two posts on
the Board. The Exec Committee favors elimi-
nating the restriction. What do you think? 

TREATED WOOD BMPS

Peggy Mathews (FMCA Government Relations Director))
met with DEP and several Treated Wood Council repre-
sentatives to outline a plan of  action to resolve science
and policy disputes regarding the use of  treated wood. At
the meeting, DEP requested that FMCA work with DEP
to develop “best management practices” (BMPs) for
marine construction using these wood products. 

In response, President Mike Jones named all Board con-

tractors as members of  a Current Practices Committee.
Tingle, Safriet and Bruce Palmer also were appointed.
Committee members are to draft their own firms’ current
standards and practices for construction, and return their
summations to the President and Executive Director by
February 10.

Early involvement in agency actions has been a goal for
some time – and that creation of  industry standards and

FF
MM
CC
AA

2255

FF
MM
CC
AA

44

Executive Director’s Report continues from page 3

Report continues on page 8

Professional
Forest Products Research Laboratory, LLC
Developer and manufacturer of ‘next generation’ wood
preservatives. COPPERSHIELD™ is FPRL's formulation for a
wood preservative system that meets AWPA standards as
Acid Copper Chromate (ACC)
Mr Dennis Morgan
4660 Main Street B-320
Springfield, Oregon 97478
p: 541-484-9477
f: 541-484-5881
e: dennis.morgan@fprl.com
w: www.fprl.com

Welcome New Member!



FWC REJECTS BROWARD MANATEE
PROTECTION PLAN

As expected, the Florida Wildlife
Commission has rejected Broward
County’s draft Manatee Protection Plan.
The Plan was unanimously approved by
the County Commission, but turned
down by FWC, which appears to be most
concerned about the legal defendability
of  the Plan. 

FWC states: “There are several alterna-
tive methods for developing boat facility
siting plans and we suggest that the
County consider changing the current
approach. For example, rather than using
the current methodology of  “pooling
slips” within a geographical location, a
criteria-driven plan may be more defend-
able should a permit be challenged.”

FMCA has asked for clarification on the

rationale for rejection in a letter to FWC
Executive Director Ken Haddad. “We’re
concerned that these overly restrictive
demands won’t protect manatees, but will
be terribly destructive to Broward
County’s keystone industry,” says FMCA
Exec Director Webster.

Soundings magazine recently reported that
a lack of  slips – which MPPs exacerbate
– is already causing Broward County
marine businesses to begin relocating to
the Bahamas.

FMCA also is concerned about the
diminishing water access for our
members’ work barges. 

CRIST NAMES SOLE DEP CHIEF

Governor Charlie Crist has named
Michael Sole as Secretary of  the Dept. of
Environmental Protection, succeeding
Colleen Castille. 

Sole has served the Department since
1991, most recently as Deputy Secretary
for Regulatory Programs and Energy
where he spearheaded the 2006 Florida
Energy Act – the four-year, $100 million
plan to diversify the state’s fuel supply and
promote energy conservation and effi-
ciency.

Secretary Sole began his career in envi-
ronmental protection as a biological sci-
entist for the Florida Department of
Natural Resources. During his sixteen
years as an environmental manager he
has undertaken responsibilities ranging
from marine turtle protection and inva-
sive plant management to beach preser-
vation, wetland protection and petro-
leum cleanup.

During his time with Submerged Lands,
Sole won solid marks from  members,
many of  whom have called or emailed
FMCA to express support.

Secretary Sole was a Captain in the
United States Marine Corps, serving our
nation during the Gulf  War. He received
his Bachelors of  Science degree in
Marine Biology from the Florida
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are grossly flawed or slanted. Permits have been denied
for docks and even seawall repair work because of  “the
potential for sea grass to grow there at some point in the
future”. Why would this happen if  for decades there was
nothing there to begin with?

The key to cutting down on manatee deaths is to educate
boaters, better enforcement of  realistic laws, and to
require operator licenses for boaters. This last opinion is
my own and comes from seeing what goes on with
boaters that have little to no knowledge of  boating.

The so-called environmental groups that are fighting the
dock building industry are using manipulated and irrele-
vant data to go after this industry, when they should
really be pushing harder for boater education and
licensing. 

Good solid common sense is the first thing that is needed
by all parties involved. A few extremists on both sides
only created challenges for everyone, as does inaccurate
reporting.

Michael Tellex
President, Marina & Dock Equipment, Inc.

February News Briefs

Briefs continue on page  21

JLCIR Draft Recommendations Released
The Joint Committee on Intergovernmental Relations’ Chuck
Hungerford has released a draft of  dock and marina permit-
ting recommendations that will be considered by the
Committee February 5. 

This is the result of  two years of  FMCA work with the
JLCIR, including the two Dock Permitting Workshops held
during 2006. 

Recommendations include:
• direct the Department of  Business and Professional
Regulation to establish certification and licensure stan-
dards for marine contractors;

• authorize local governments, with the assistance of  local
advisory councils, to identify public interest projects that
serve as mitigation for dock and marina permitting;

• require local governments to accept self-certification in
order to exempt permitting of  single-family docks meeting
certain standards;

• require DEP to request participation of  appropriate pro-
fessional associations when developing guidance documents
regarding standards of  marine building materials;

• and others.

The FMCA Board is reviewing the draft; it will also be sub-
mitted to participants of  the Dock Permitting Workshops.
Later, a version will be posted online.
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Ihave been a resident of
South Florida since 1955
and have lived in both

Brevard and Palm Beach
Counties. For 30 of  those years I
lived on the Intracoastal Waterway
and have been a boater all my life.
For 25 years I worked as a USCG
Licensed Captain running yachts up
to 120’.

While I, from personal experience,
agree that much needs to be done to
protect our waterfronts and the
wildlife that inhabits these areas, I
would strongly suggest that before
any editorial comment is made in a
blanket statement about “special
interest groups” that sufficient and
proper research be done first.

Should the proper research have
been done, you would have found on
a trip through our state’s waterways
that a good percentage of  homes
with docks do not even have boats. In
many cases docks are an extension of
a homeowner’s property giving them
a deck or patio over the water just to
enjoy the view, such as was my case
while living on the ICW.

Further research would show a vast
amount of  marine life; vegetation
included, grows and lives in and
around docks, and would not be
there if  the dock was not there. 

One of  the biggest lies being spread
in the link between docks and
manatee deaths. In all my years
working on the water professionally, I

have never seen nor heard of  a dock
killing a manatee. Trying to make
this far-fetched link is like trying to
prohibit or eliminate parking for
vehicles throughout the state; if  there
are no places to park the cars people
will not buy them, therefore putting
fewer vehicles on the road, which in
turn would cut down the number of
traffic accidents and deaths. This
notion is a totally untrue and idiotic

thought process.
The so-called studies conducted by
“environmentalists” have also created
challenges with how docks are built.
They claim docks cast a shadow on
the bottom which prohibits marine
growth, yet real-life cases exist
throughout the state showing mul-
tiple varieties of  marine growth in
totally shaded areas. These “studies”

Florida Today and Other Media:
Get Your Facts Right!

A vast amount of  marine life would not be there 
if  the dock was not there

Michael Tellex, President
Marina & Dock Equipment

“Under pressure by special-interest lobbies, including the boat industry and
dock builders, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission last year wrongly voted to

downlist the mammal from endangered to the less-protected threatened status.”
Florida Today Editorial, “Paradise Slipping Away”

Get the Facts Right continues on page  24
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Anchor Award winners have each recruited two or more
new members since January, 2004.

John Loftis, Loftis Marine Division, 
2006 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Eric Hermann, Industrial & Marine Hardware,
2005 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Paul Sieber, H&W Distributors, 
2004 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Hap Cameron, S.E. Cline Construction
Dan Gileo, Decks & Docks Lumber

Bill Golden, Golden Global Manufacturing
Val Grabowski, Heritage Docks

Charlie Grindrod, G&D Constructors
Mike Jones, SteMic Marine

Jeffrey Kalat, Spectrum Dock Systems
Pat Keefe, Dream Docks

Steven Kern, Snavely Forest Products
Rick Kozell, Southern Pine Lumber

George Lackey, Hockman Lackey Insurance
Steve Liebel, Duncan Seawall

Paul Lynch, Paul Lynch & Associates
Mike McCartney, American Marine Construction

Blair McVety, Charlotte County Seawalls
Mike Morrison, Morrison Builders

Pete Myers, Ft. Pierce Reload
Don Pardue, Wood Treaters
Dick Remke, Decks & Docks

Doug Speeler, Speeler Services
Doug Speeler, Jr., Speeler & Associates

James Timmerman, DSMS, Inc.
Kristy Tingle, Ace Boat Lifts
Karen Tischler, LIG Marine

Since the Anchor Award recruitment program was launched
in January, 2004, FMCA has awarded 27 Anchors. Members

earn their Anchors by recruiting two new members. Each year,
the top recruiting Anchor is named Anchor of the Year.

Anchors who recruit 22 members become Members For Life
and never pay dues again. 

FMCA’S POSITION ON MANATEE PROTECTION

• If  sound science supports it, so do we.
• If  sound science doesn’t support it, neither do we.
• All rules must be reviewed and approved by local committees.
• Research is better than restrictions.
• Technology is better than tickets.

IMPORTANT FMCA BANKING NOTICE!

FMCA’S ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ADDRESS HAS
CHANGED. PLEASE MAIL YOUR DUES RENEWAL

CHECKS TO:

Florida Marine Contractors Association
POB 410755

Melbourne, FL 32941-0755

IMPORTANT NEW FREE SERVICE!

FMCA Members receive FREE accounts receiv-
able (deposit) management when opening an

account with Prime Bank, FMCA’s new banking
partner. For info call: 321-453-3051.

CCORRECTIONSORRECTIONS

Any errors or omissions will be promptly corrected. 

Boundaries of  the Five
Regional Chapters



practices is prominent in the
Association bylaws.

Moreover, proposed recommenda-
tions from the Joint Legislative
Committee on Intergovernmental
Relations should, if  adopted, help
minimize future “guidance” and
similar documents created beyond
the pale of  Association knowledge or
contribution.

EXPOS SWAP DATES

In 2008, the Mini Expo moves from
May to October – expect it to be held
at the Marriott on Hutchinson
Island, which received rave reviews as
the host site for our 2006 Mini. The
Dock & Marine Expo moves from
October to late April, and will almost
certainly be held at the Rosen Center
on I-Drive, Orlando.

Why? Because the October date sits
in the middle of  a storm of  boat
shows and – fingers crossed – those
real storms called hurricanes. Setting
up a major show with big displays
and events is just plain tough to do in
such an environment.

The Board unanimously endorsed
the swap. However, remember: this
year’s Mini Expo is fast-approaching
– May 4-5 in Jacksonville. The Dock
& Marine Expo is October 12-14 at
the Hyatt on Sarasota Bay, site of  our
2005 Dock & Marine Expo.

MANATEE MANAGEMENT PLAN

We submitted comments on the Plan,
which is yet another step on the road
to downlisting, to the Wildlife
Commission. We were generally
approving, but insisted that the
Commission scrap plans to put
“trained manatee observers” on con-
struction barges, and challenged its
opposition to improvements in the
“exempt dock” process. View our-
comments online at

www.fmca.us/issues.html.

FYI, the January meeting was also
our most interesting venue: the
pretty-darn-good-looking conference
room aboard Enchantment of  the
Seas, a Royal Caribbean ship. Several
members and spouses stayed aboard
for a five-day cruise to Mexico. 

Among the cruisers were John &
Karen Loftis. John received the trip
as his prize for winning the 2006
Anchor of  the Year Award for
recruiting. Meg Slentz Nagy, our
Meeting Planning Director along

with her husband, Stuart; and Peggy
Mathews, our Government Relations
Director, who took her mom along on
a birthday trip, received trips as
special Board rewards for their hard
and productive work for the
Association during 2006. 

I’m out of  space, so that’s it for this
month!
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Institute of  Technology.

CRIST WANTS GOVERNMENT

TO COMMUNICATE IN 'PLAIN
LANGUAGE'

"We want the Department of
Business and Professional
Regulation to be the model
for good, plain language,"
newly appointed Secretary
Holly Benson told Gov. Crist.

DBPR regulates  every-
thing from beauticians to
building contractors, and
has ample opportunity to
improve government com-
munication. Benson said
her department churns
out some 18,800 letters a
day and an average of  5.6
million a year.

Memo to Charlie: It’s
not just DBPR!

HOUSE & SENATE
APPOINT CHAIRS

Here are the members of
key Committees.

House Environment &
Natural Resources
Council

Stan Mayfield, Chair
Baxter Troutman, Vice  
Chair
Bob Allen
Faye Culp
Denise Grimsley
Will Kendrick
Paige Kreegel
Bryan Nelson
Ralph Poppell
Trudi Williams
Debbie Boyd
Mary Brandenburg
Rick Kriseman
Richard Machek
Scott Randolph

E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Protection

Trudi Williams, Chair

Baxter Troutman, Vice Chair
Thad Altman
Peter Nehr
Garrett Richter
Keith Fitzgerald
Scott Randolph
Ron Saunders

House Committee on
Insurance
Reagan, Ron (R)Chair
Poppell, Ralph (R)Vice Chair

Joint Legis  lative Comm -
ittee on Intergovern -
mental Relations

House Members:
Alternating Chair:
Representative Faye Culp (R)
Representative Ed Hooper (R)
Representative J.C. Planas (R)
Representative Jim Waldman
(D)

Senate Members:
Alternating Chair: Senator
Anthony C. "Tony" Hill, Sr. (D)
Senator Alex Diaz de la Portilla
(R)
Senator Steve Oelrich (R)
Senator Gary Siplin (D)

Senate Environmental
Preservation and
Conservation

Chair: Burt L. Saunders (R)
Vice Chair: Nan H.
Rich (D)
Paula Dockery (R)
Don Gaetz (R)
Dennis L. Jones, D.C.
(R)
Charlie Justice (D)

NEW REPORT

LOWERS MANATEE

DEATH TOLL

© Daytona Beach News-
Journal
Volusia County officials
are breathing a sigh of
relief  this week after
learning the state has
officially adjusted the
number of  manatees
killed by boats in the
county last year.

After re-analyzing the
manatee death infor-
mation for 2006, the
Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission has said
only two manatees were
confirmed killed by col-
lisions with boats.
That's six less than a
preliminary report had
suggested.

That's also good news
because it means the
number of  boat-related
deaths dropped by six
from 2005, said
Georgia Zern, the
county's manatee plan
coordinator.

News Briefs continued from page 6Executive Director’s Report continued from page 6
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This will be a very inter-
esting and perhaps
pivotal year for the

Florida manatee. 

There are a lot of  issues before the
federal and state agencies tasked with
management and recovery of  this
species. And there is no shortage of  “sug-
gestions” from all those involved about
what actions should or should not be
taken.

While my crystal ball isn't always crystal
clear, I'd like to share some things we
know about manatees and some
thoughts and perspectives about the
challenges ahead.

SO, HOW ARE THE MANATEES

DOING?

It's a question I hear all the time.
Manatees in Florida are doing much
better than they were when the state first
requested they be protected under

federal law in the 1960s. Manatees are
not on the brink of  extinction.

But before you get too excited ... I also
will tell you that manatees still face
threats - significant threats. If  you know
the intricacies of  the federal rules, then
you know our classification decisions are
based on threats to the species more
than actual population numbers.

That's why if  manatees are ever to be
taken off  of  the federal list of  threatened

Manatee Forecast: 
Partly Cloudy or Partly Clear?
They’re doing much better.... but before you get too excited...

by Dave Hankla, Field Supervisor,
Jacksonville Fish & Wildlife Service 

Hankla continues on page 12

Originally published January 11, 2007 in the St. Pete Times. © St. Pete Times 2007

                     “Call today for pricing, engineering assistance and solutions for your sheet piling needs.” 
(740) 423-0179 

Introducing Skyline Composites – Experts in synthetic sheet piling and light coated steel sheet 
piling. A division of Skyline Steel, the Nation’s largest manufacturer and distributor of sheet pile. 

Whether you’re looking for space age coated steel, vinyl, composite or high density polyethylene sheet pile, 
Skyline Composites has your solution. Backed by the best service, engineering and testing in the business, it’s 

no wonder that we are the fastest growing manufacturer of synthetic and coated sheet piling in the industry. 

12355 State Route 7; Belpre, OH 45714 Tel 740 423.0179    Fax 740 423.8541     www.skylinesteel.com

Decks & Docks Lumber – Authorized Distributor 
Sarasota 941-952-9663 St. Petersburg 727-399-9663 

XPS – Extreme Performance Steel

Let’s face it; vinyl and composite sheet pile are 
not cut out for all applications. There comes a 

time when you need the drivability of Steel with 
the looks and life of Vinyl and Composite. XPS 

is your solution to this need. 

Nexgen: The Next Generation in Sheet Piling

Nexgen is the next generation in sheet piling. 
With its intricate matrix of Fiber Reinforced 

Polymer (FRP), it has been highly engineered 
for maximum strength, durability and 

resistance to hostile marine environments. 
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Tired of  “environmental” groups and media that
distort the facts, 

the FWC Chairman spells out his dismay

by Rodney Barreto

As chairman of  the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC), please allow me to clarify a

point of  miscommunication that has
sparked controversy throughout the state.  

Over my dead body, will the FWC manage the manatee popu-
lation to follow any path other than full recovery, and I am
confident my fellow commissioners would echo that statement.

Despite widely publicized misinterpretation of  parts of  the
proposed manatee management plan, the FWC does not
project a 50-percent decline in the manatee population and
does not plan to manage the species to achieve a 30-
percent decline.  The plan is to identify every realistic
measure we can take to enable the manatee population
to remain stable or continue increasing. 

The FWC has hundreds of  dedicated employees
fighting tooth and nail to help manatees recover from
past losses.  What they are doing is working, and that is
why the manatee no longer qualifies for listing as an
endangered species.  Manatees no longer are in immi-
nent danger of  extinction. 

It's true that manatee mortality was at a record level in
2006, but we must be careful not to read too much into
that information.  That single fact does not mean the
manatee is slipping toward extinction. Last year's known
deaths of  416 manatees may simply indicate we're
getting better at locating carcasses, or it may reflect
some other factor, or it may indicate nothing at all. 

We Floridians traditionally love our state's wildlife, and
it is understandable and appropriate that we react with
great passion when alerted to perceived shortcomings in
our wildlife stewardship. There is plenty of  room for
scientific and emotional debate as the FWC considers
management options for protecting manatees.  And
anyone who attends the FWC's meetings and takes part
in the decision-making process can take a great deal of

comfort in watching how diligently the commission agonizes
over every detail to reach wise decisions every time. 

The FWC has earned Floridians' confidence.  It has a proud
history of  snatching victories from the jaws of  defeat - not
vice versa. 

The high manatee mortality rate in 2006 sheds light on
where we need to concentrate protection efforts in the future.
The FWC will respond appropriately and aggressively. 

Rodney Barreto 
Chairman 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Over My Dead Body!
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and endangered species, manatees and their habitats must be
protected and secured.

SAVE THE SEA GRASS!

There is a widespread notion that manatees are a good indi-
cator of  the quality of  the marine environment. That notion
needs to be dispelled.

Current science provides no reliable means to measure the
effect of  many environmental changes on manatees. Those
interested in ensuring that land use decisions don't degrade
water quality should seriously consider selecting a different
species as their icon, or at least their measuring stick.

THE NEED FOR SPEED

The biggest controllable threat to manatees is collisions with
boats. Keeping this single threat in check will probably deter-
mine whether future populations of  manatees increase,
decrease or stabilize.

Yes, I know there are several other threats. But in terms of
future manatee population trends, this appears to be No. 1.

For the foreseeable future, there will continue to be a network
of  slow speed zones to protect manatees; and unless the distri-
bution of  manatees in Florida changes, that network will prob-
ably look a lot like it does today.

What if  speed zones don't work? We think they do, but if
future research shows the zones aren't very effective, as some
suggest, then I predict the slow speed areas would be replaced
with sanctuaries in strategic locations. Boats would be able to

go fast in some places, while limited access and activities would
be the rule in others.

What about technological solutions? I'm all for technological
solutions to protect manatees from collisions with boats. It
would be a win-win solution for manatees and people.
However, I see no evidence that we are on the verge of  a tech-
nological breakthrough.

I think the boating industry should test whether certain hull or
engine designs substantially reduce the risks of  collisions and
injuries to manatees. It might be that better technology
already exists and we don't even know it.

RED SKY AT MORNING ...

The other dominant factor influencing manatee populations is
warm water. The volume and location of  warm water influ-
ences the distribution of  the population, and more importantly
sets the limit (carrying capacity) on how many manatees the
environment will sustain.

On this issue, we need to come together and aggressively seed
the clouds well in advance of  the storms that might be gath-
ering over the horizon.

Hot water discharges from a few power plants on Florida's gulf
and Atlantic coasts keep well over half  of  the manatee popu-
lation from freezing to death in winter. These plants will not be
around forever, at least not in their current form.

Economics, technology and environmental and social factors
will necessitate change.

Agencies and some industry representatives are talking,
sharing ideas and continuing to explore options. Knowing
several of  the principals, I am optimistic a viable strategic plan
can be advanced.

However, we are just getting started on the path to a solution;
and I believe the solution will likely not be cheap.

The outlook for the natural warm water springs is probably a
little better, but not by much. Demand for Florida's ground
water supplies is intense.

Many of  the springs that support manatees will have their
flows evaluated by state government in the next few years. If
spring flows sufficient to provide winter habitat for manatees
are not guaranteed, then we will have fewer manatees.

Other significant springs that would provide natural habitat
for manatees, especially in the St Johns River watershed, are
limited in their value to manatees because of  current human
uses such as bass fishing and recreational swimming. Resolving
these issues would improve the outlook for manatees.

If  significant decreases in springs and power plant discharges

are not addressed the future for manatees changes dramati-
cally, we might see far fewer manatees in far fewer places.

GOVERNMENT, HEAL THYSELF

In addition, we all need to work together to make federal, state
and local rules for manatees simple and clear. The rules need
to provide sufficient protection to secure the future of  mana-
tees while continuing to ensure that human uses are not need-
lessly restricted.

READ THE FINE PRINT

As you read this, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologists are
putting the final touches on our manatee five-year status
review. The review gathers the most up-to-date information on

the species and makes recommendations on whether it should
be classified as "endangered," "threatened" or "recovered"
under the Endangered Species Act.

Please note these recommendations are not final or even pro-
posed actions. Future proposals, if  any, would require a thor-
ough public review and comment process.

But for manatee watchers on all sides, this review is a big
deal.

However, I say with some confidence that manatees don't
know or care about what label we attach to them. They are
affected only by the actions we take, or fail to take, to protect
them.

Industry, recreation, conservation and environmental inter-
ests - we all need to step up to the plate and focus on the
actions that need to be taken if  manatees are going to con-
tinue to be a part of  what makes Florida unique.

HOW TO ACHIEVE ALL THIS?

We need to address both natural and man-made warm water
habitats from the Everglades to the Ocklawaha, and we need
to do it now.

We need to maintain strong on-the-water protections.

We need regulations that work for both manatees and people.

In the end, I am confident that if  we're willing to work
together, we can ensure a forecast of  clear skies for manatees,
but there's still a lot of  work to be done by all involved.

David Hankla is the field supervisor for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's North Florida Ecological Services Office in Jacksonville.

Hankla continues on page 17

Hankla continues from page 10 Hankla continues from page 12

There is a widespread notion that manatees are a good indicator of  the quality of  the marine
environment. That notion needs to be dispelled. The combination of  the two federal laws protecting manatees is confusing at best, 

and conflicting at worst. We need to get this resolved.
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We sell the pr oducts that help you gr ow
your business!

Over 58,000 linear ft. of Northstar is installed in this Texas Waterfront Development.

Marine contractors everywhere are
learning how to grow their business
using Northstar’s comprehensive line of
vinyl and composite sheet piling
products.

Northstar created the first ever
commercial grade vinyl sheet piling, the
first commercially successful composite
sheet piling, and 21POLY, the first
polymer coated wood product.

Evolution. Northstar’s
New 24” profile!

But it’s not just a great product lineup
that gives you an edge as a Northstar
customer. We also help you with your
Internet marketing.

Visit our homepage at
www.northstarvinyl.com and learn how
you can have a professionally designed
website for you business – within two
weeks – for free!

It’s just one more way that Northstar
helps you grow in an ever-changing
market.

Contact us at 800-558-6702 or visit us
at www.northstarvinyl.com.  
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NAME ___________________________________ COMPANY _____________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________ STATE/PROVINCE  _____ ZIP ___________

PHONE _________________________ FAX ___________________________

EMAIL __________________________________________________
� Contractor Member ($500)  
� Associate Member ($500)  REFERRED BY _______________________________
� Professional Member ($500)

EARN YOUR ANCHOR! RECRUIT A MEMBER TODAY.
Fax this form to FMCA at 321/409-0579 or call 321/453-3051 to apply.

Did You Know?
Florida Marine Contractors Association is the nation’s
only trade association for marine construction.

The Florida Dock & Marine Expo is the nation’s
largest display of products and services for marine
construction?

The FMCA Mini Expo is the second largest!

No other professional trade organization offers CEUs
and workshops specifically for marine construction.

Expos earn half the annual revenue of the Association.

FMCA Mini Expo
Exhibitor Registration Form

May 4-5, 2007 • Hyatt Regency Riverfront • Jacksonville, FL

Member ONLY Tabletops (limit 4)   $350  x  ________ =  $ __________
number of tables

Member ONLY Boat Lift (limit 1)   $450  x  1 =  $ __________

Non-Member Tabletops (limit 2)   $375  x  ________ =  $ __________
number of tables

Exhibition space is limited to approximately 30 tables. Tabletops are approximately  6 x 3 and draped. 
BOAT LIFT SIZE IS LIMITED! PLEASE CONFIRM DIMENSIONS WITH MEG SLENTZ NAGY, 
MEETING PLANNING DIRECTOR: 321-733-2670 or mslentznagy@fmca.us.

Company _______________________________________  Contact  __________________________________

Street Address (Not a POB) ___________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________State/Province ______ Zip Code/Postal Code_____________ 

Phone _________________________Fax _________________________Mobile _________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ Website__________________________________    

Brief exhibit description (50 word maximum, please)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Rates are unchanged from 2006. This is the “mini expo” and space sells out fast.
You can fill out this form and mail it, with your payment, to FMCA.
Or,  register online at: http://www.fmca.us/miniexpo2007. 

St
ep
 2

What’s easier: online or mail?
The online system is all-in-one. You can use your credit card to register for exhibit space, hotel rooms and 
sponsorships all in one step. If you prefer to pay by check, this form is the way to go. 

St
ep
 1
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RESERVE YOUR ROOMS AT THE HYATT BY CALLING: 1-904-588-1234. 
ASK FOR THE FMCA RATE, WHICH STARTS AT $145/NIGHT — SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN OTHER

DOWNTOWN HOTELS. Hospitality suites, one-bedroom suites, and river/city view rooms are available.

MAIL YOUR COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK TO:
FMCA 

2569 Newfound Harbor Drive
Merritt Island, FL 32952

For more information, please call Meg Slentz Nagy at: 321-733-2670

St
ep
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Payment constitutes acceptance of  the standard Contract for Exhibit Space, which may be viewed online at ww.fmca.us/miniexpo2007.

The 2007 Mini Expo at the Hyatt Jacksonville Riverfront
takes place in the River Terrace, overlooking the St. John’s
River. The hotel (right side) links to the conference center
by sky bridges.

The Riverfront Hyatt is in the heart of downtown
Jacksonville, yet is a surprisingly easy drive.

Size Doesn’t Matter: The Mini Expo Is THE Show!


