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The Professional Trade
Association

for the Marine
Construction Industry

The Assoc i a t i on i s
launching a new t iered
dues program des igned

to he lp member s who are
f a c ing the wor s t e conomy
s ince the 2001 doub l e -
whammy o f 9/11 and
Federa l permi t morator iums.

The Association also is implementing an
optional dues payment program that will
automatically deduct dues renewal pay-
ments from checking or credit card
accounts.

SMALL FIRM PROGRAM

Effective immediately, FMCA’s “Small
Firm Program” sets an annual member-
ship renewal fee of $375 for members
with six or fewer employees, plus an
optional $25 contribution for FMCA’s
“Save a Dock Fund” for lobbying and
legal expenses.

The new tiered rate is available to all
FMCA members – contractors, associates
and professionals – whose membership
renewal date is April 1 or later.

Members with seven or more employees

FMCA’s 2008 Mini Expo offers more exhibitors and better values than ever.

FMCA Addresses Economic Slowdown
BOARD LAUNCHES NEW SMALL FIRM PROGRAM, MONTHLY PAYMENTS

Economics continues on page 10
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Dear Members,

About two year s ago,
one of our crews was
in the p roce s s o f

bui ld ing a haul -out s l ip for
a trave l l i f t . This was located at
the end of a canal and involved
setting some 14” x 14” concrete
pilings for the travel lift runways and
some dredging /excavation in the
slip area.

During the piling setting the crew
found that at about ten feet below
grade the piling hit a layer of some-
thing, maybe a layer of shell. No big
deal, after a couple of hits the piling
would pop through the layer and
continue on their way to the speci-
fied grade. It went that way for the
first five or six pilings, and then on
the seventh piling it hit something
that it would not and
could not punch
through. So they
skipped that tem-
porarily and moved
on to the eight piling,
with the same results
as the seventh.

At this point we knew
something was down
there that needed to
be removed. We
brought in an exca-
vator and started
digging. The thing
we were hitting was a
12” thick timber mat
sitting on top of an
old abandoned steel

barge. After talking to some of the
“old timers” at the marina we found
out that this canal was used as a spoil
site for the last big dredging project
in the Caloosahatchee River many
years ago. The barge, with a couple
of timber mats still attached, was
abandoned and sunk at the end of
the canal. I’m not sure if the barge
was buried on purpose or acciden-
tally, but it ended up covered with
ten feet of soil. We ended up exca-
vating the whole area to remove the
barge and some other junk that was
left behind.

This is an extreme example of what
you may find underwater or under-
ground along any shoreline in
Florida. In most cases you might
find an old broken off piling that
needs to be pulled to make room for
a new piling, but in others there

might be an old abandoned seawall
behind the current wall that may
need to be removed so that a third
(new) wall can be installed. Luckily
in the case of the abandoned barge,
we had an “Unforeseen Conditions”
clause in our contract that entitled us
to payment for our time and effort to
remove the old steel barge located
ten feet underground.

Basically, our clause says, “In
preparing this proposal, SteMic
Enterprises, Inc. has assumed there
are no concealed conditions (subsur-
face or otherwise) or unknown phys-
ical conditions which will adversely
impact SteMic’s performance of the
work. If such conditions are
encountered, SteMic will be entitled
to an adjustment in the contract
amount, time for completion, or
both.” This simple sentence is an
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President’s Letter continues on page 30

Mike Jones

President’s Letter

Dealing with hidden obstacles; an FMCA parable

The 2008 Mini Expo is here .
More than 40 exhibitors,
including several brand new ones.

Looking for pile wrap that fits square
poles? Looking for a barge? We’ve got
‘em. And a lot more that non-members
don’t know and won’t see, which means
more business for you!

Contractors, specifiers, regulators and
marina managers can learn a lot at this
Mini Expo! Four CEU hours for $20,
and $3000 worth of sales training for
just $100 are good reasons to visit
Mickey’s home.

If you’ve never been to an Expo, the
Expo exhibits are free, unlike most
building shows. The Mini Expo is in
Orlando, because the Board wanted
meetings in a central location easily
reached by all. Bring your customers and
prospects to show them what member-
ship in FMCA offers and what FMCA
has done.

What has FMCA done?

• Lower insurance
• A state license
• A marine construction ’ comp code
• Simplified permitting.

Those are all reasons why FMCA was
founded. And we are accomplishing
them. More than a few people have said
the reason they belong to FMCA is
because we actually DO stuff; we don’t
just whine about it.

It would be great to celebrate all this in
better times. But, when you think about
it, now’s the time all those accomplish-
ments are worth the most. Times are
tough, but what you know as FMCA
members puts you months ahead of the
competition. Use it to your advantage!

Still, it’s tough times. We’ve put the
workers’ comp and insurance plan pro-
grams on life support, due to lack of
response from members. I figure it will

become an issue when workers’ comp
and health insurance rates increase next
year, which I predict they will.

Now, we’re focusing our efforts on passing
our permit legislation and completing the
new license. Everything else is expendable.

I have recommended the Board pull the
plug on the Fall Expo so dollars are
focused on permitting, licensing and
enforcement.

This is a good Association that does
good work. See you at the Mini!

Sincerely,

Steven Webster
Executive Director
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Executive Director’s Report

2008 FMCA Mini Expo
Why it’s worth attending a free show

Steven Webster

INSURANCE, LICENSES, PERMITS & STANDARDS
WHAT FMCA HAS ACCOMPLISHED

Workers comp rates are at all-time lows, thanks to FMCA and the workers’
comp reforms authored by state Senator Bill Posey in 2002.

There’s a workers’ comp class code specifically for marine construction,
and exclusive to Florida, thanks again to FMCA.

FMCA wrote the scope of work for the Florida Marine Contractors license,
which defines what it means to be a marine contractor. FMCA is even
writing the exam!

FMCA won the release of all the permits the Feds were withholding. We
have a bill, S 1242, working through the Legislature that will save count-
less hours of permitting time.

INDUSTRIAL LUMBER
Shipment by Truck

DRAGLINE MATS

BARGE MATS

SHOVEL MATS

OAK TIMBERS

Diane L. Murray                                              “Service Since1971”

Check Out Our New Website
www.crane-mats.com

OAK CRANE MATS
MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF

OAK CRANE MATSOAK CRANE MATS

SOUTH EASTERN TIMBER 
CORPORATION

SOUTH EASTERN TIMBERSOUTH EASTERN TIMBER 
CORPORATIONCORPORATION

Toll Free: 1-800-752-3804
Phone: 954-752-3800
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Boat Lift 4 Ace Boat Lifts
Kristy Tingle, Krystie McMurry
2211 Tamiami Trail South
Venice, Florida 34293
941-493-8100
e: ktingle@aceboatlifts.com, kmcmurry@aceboatlifts.com

Ace Boat Lifts offers a complete line of the finest alu-
minum lifts and accessories. Ace lifts your boat in stan-
dard and custom lift designs. Different drive options are
offered to meet every customer’s needs. Lifts aren’t the
only thing we do well. Talk to us about dealer marketing
and service.

21 Advanced Waterfront Technologies
Debbie Sahlberg
8030 SE Colony Dr
Stuart, Florida 34997
772-419-5844
e: Debbie@awtfl.com

Advanced Waterfront Technologies (formerly Debpro) is a
professional sales organization representing quality lines
in the marine Industry. At the FMCA Mini Expo we are
representing Hesco Bastion, ThruFlow, Hohol Marine, Lee
Composites, Harbor Technologies and dee Concrete.

16 Amerisafe
Tyson Reed
3 Brookhollow Rd SW
Rome, Georgia 30165
706-346-4600
e: treed@amerisafe.com

AMERISAFE is an "A-" rated, provider of Workers' Comp
coverage specializing in the logging/wood products, trans-
portation, construction, oil & gas, excavation and agri-
business industries. We are a multi-state carrier that can
provide coverage for operations that may cross state lines.

Working around a maritime environment and need USL&H
coverage? We can do that, too. For more information about
Amerisafe or assistance in locating an agent that repre-
sents Amerisafe, please contact our Marketing Department
at (800) 897-9719 or visit our web site:
www.amerisafe.com.

Boat Lift 3 Boat Lift, U.S.
Chris Mynhier
10290 Stringfellow Road
Saint James City, Florida 33956
800-242-0015
e: chris@boatliftus.com

Boat Lift, U.S. raised the bar when it comes to standard
features! Our no-weld boat lifts all come with stainless
motors, stainless drive-pipes, aluminum bunks and bronze
bushings to name only a few of our standard features! Our
Up-N-Over PWC lift has become the most popular on the
market, featuring all aluminum construction, 180 degrees
of rotation and Aluminum Bunks! From piling hammers to
fish cleaning tables, Boat Lift, U.S. has it all!

Stop by and see our 10K boat lift display and our new
piling hammer. Our totally enclosed design protects
internal components and hands! And it can be operated
on as small as a 10 hp compressor! (Includes one adapter
sleeve – Chose from either a 10” or a 12” inside diameter.)

13 Blue Marlin Filter
Greg Mann
994 N Barfield Dr #16
Marco Island, Florida 34145
239-642-4284
e: blumarlin@embarqmail.com

2008 Mini Expo Exhibitors Guide
MORE THAN 40 EXHIBITORS MAKE THIS MINI EXPO A MAJOR EVENT!

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 6
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Having created and invented the Blue Marlin Filter (US Patent
# 6,394,706), it was time to have a more productive wick filter
system. The JET Filter is a flush mount system consisting of
ABS plastic which can be permanently installed in sea-
walls/bulkheads. With its removable clip design, the inside
filter can be changed and cleaned, if needed.
The JET Filter can be used for both new & retrofit applications
in seawalls, bulkheads, retaining walls, & other erosion control
structures.

We are looking forward to having a long lasting relationship
with you and your company. Please give me a call at your
earliest convenience @ 239.825.4508 or visit our web site @
www.jetfiltersystem.com

14 Brinker Brown Fastener & Supply Inc.
Bryan Cassell
12290 Crystal Commerce Loop
Ft. Myers, Florida 33966
239-939-3535
e: bcassell@brinkerbrown.com

Brinker Brown Fastener & Supply, in business over 23
years, has been the Master Distributor for Muro Autofeed
Screw Systems for 13 years in Florida and now for the
Southeast 2 years. Also, Brinker Brown is a charter
member of FMCA.

We are the Authorized/Master Distributor for Bosch,
Hitachi, Makita, DeWalt, Porter Cable, Diamond Products,
Powers Fasteners, Muro, Metabo, Milwaukee, and
ITW/Ramset just to name a few of our lines.

24 Coastal Products Plus
Dennis Meredith, JC Rentschler
5986 Gulf Breeze Parkway
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32563
850-916-3260
Dennis@coastalproductsplus.com,
e: JC@CoastalProductsPlus.com

Coastal Products Plus is a wholesale company distributing
throughout Florida specializing in waterfront and outdoor con-
struction products. With more than 40 years of experience in
marine and outdoor construction technology and products, we
offer materials and expertise not found in other building
supply wholesalers.

31 Decks & Docks Lumber Co.
Dan Gileo
4801 - 95th St. N.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33708
727-399-9663
e: dan@decks-docks.com

Decks & Docks Lumber Co., with offices in St. Petersburg,
Sarasota and Cocoa, serves the marine industry across the
state. We carry vinyl and steel seawall, tie backs, Manta Ray
earth anchor systems, composite lumbers, fresh and salt
water lumber and piling and related dock accessories.

36 DECO Boat Lifts
Mike Konjanovski
1041 Harbor Lake Dr.
Safety Harbor, FL 34695.
800-204-4178 offices
727-736-8703-fax
sales@decoboatlift.com

For five decades, our company has pushed the envelope in
design and innovation, all while maintaining an unsurpassed
reputation for dependable customer service. As a result, we
offer the most dependable , high-performance boat lifts on
the market today. If you're looking for a name you can trust,
we invite you to discover DECO - the proven leader in marine
grade boat lifts.

2 & 3 DSMS
Dori Kennedy, Kim Wiltsie
146 Oakwood Court
Naples, Florida 34110
239-514-7067
e: dken2001@aol.com, kimw0418@comcast.net

“The Dynamic Seawall Maintenance System™ (DSMS™)”, has
been designed to non-invasively maintain failing seawalls.

DSMS incorporates the use of three, precisely designed
helixes on a hydraulically inserted screw, installed from the
water side of the wall, therefore eliminating any disruption to
existing structures or landscaping. Once in place, an
adjustable flange is attached, allowing the installation to be
monitored for any further movement. A recent NEW applica-
tion for DSMS has involved bulkheads on golf courses.

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 4

Exhibitor Guide continues page 8
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Engineers and environmentalists have
praised the Dynamic Seawall
Maintenance System as both a practical
and superior method of maintaining
concrete, vinyl, wood, and any type of
walls that are showing signs of failure or
have been condemned.

Distributor inquiries welcomed. For
more information on the Dynamic
Seawall Maintenance System, call (239)
394-8885 or visit www.DSMS1.com.

32 DYWIDAG Systems
International USA Inc.
Luis Gomez
4732 Stone Drive
Tucker, Georgia 30084
770-491-3790
e: dsiamerica@dsiamerica.com

At DSI, we are exclusively focused on
the specific structural product needs of
foundation and geotechnical contrac-
tors. We offer a complete line of prod-
ucts for all of your anchoring and post-
tensioning applications, including tun-
neling and mining. Both strand and bar
systems with various solutions for corro-
sion protection, depending on site con-
ditions. We also have self drilling DYWI
Drill (hollow bar) anchors and
DYWIDAG Ductile Iron Piles for chal-
lenging site conditions. Our dedicated
mission is to provide the highest degree
of technical support, customer service
and top quality engineered systems. We
have the products, inventory, and the
delivery capability to handle large com-
plicated projects.

18 Electro Tech CP
Doug Leng
354 Cypress Drive, Suite 10
Tequesta, Florida 33469
561-744-2258
e: dleng@electrotechcp.com

Electro Tech CP is a specialty provider of
corrosion control and water intrusion
prevention services and technologies
that protect infrastructure, buildings and
investments worldwide. We are the
exclusive provider of the proprietary
LifeJacket® System - a simple and cost-
effective solution for controlling the salt-

water-induced corrosion of steel and
steel reinforced concrete in marine envi-
ronments.

23 Electronic Data Payment
Systems
Bill Treciak
315 East Broadway, Suite B
Dover, Ohio 44622
866-578-9740 x 126
e: sporter@edpaymentsystems.com

If you aren’t using the FMCA Credit
Card Processing Program, you’re paying
too much! As the newest FMCA
member benefit provider, we understand
the needs of FMCA members and are
committed to giving you the attention,
prices and service that you deserve.

If you currently accept credit cards or
have thought about implementing a
credit card program, this program will
provide you with tremendous savings

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 6

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 14
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will continue to pay renewal rates of $750 per year, with an
optional $50 Save a Dock Fund contribution.
“It is important that FMCA be responsive to the needs of our
members during tough times,” said President Mike Jones. “I
called about ten contractors whose memberships had expired
over the last year. They all mentioned the hard economic
times we are going through as a reason they have not
renewed, and all were enthusiastic when I mentioned the pos-
sibility of a tiered membership rate.”

Another element of the Small Firm Program is a $250
rate for a qualifying member’s first year of dues.

“With all the good work FMCA is accomplishing this year –
lower insurance rates, improved permitting, a state license, a
marine construction insurance class code and a growing
enforcement effort – we anticipate that many more members
will renew, and many more prospects will join the
Association,” said Jones.

The Small Firm Program was implemented quickly to address
the concerns of members hit by the soft market, but the
Board emphasizes that this is a test, too. At a later date, but
no later than next March, the Board will assess whether or not
to continue the program.

FMCA has previously test-marketed changes in member dues.
The reduction in first year dues to $500, changing Contractor
and Associate renewal dues to $750, and moving all

Membership class dues to $500 to join/$750 to renew were
tested for a year before they were adopted as policy.

AUTO PAY PROGRAM

FMCA also is taking advantage of improved technology to
offer renewing members the opportunity to pay dues monthly,
via an automatic monthly withdrawal from either a checking
or credit card account.

FMCA’s processing partner, ED Payment Systems, will
manage and process the transactions, using a secure payment
center being built on www.fmca.us, the Association website.
FMC A also will consolidate banking with our partner Prime
Bank, which offers a host of free services to FMCA and
FMCA Members.

The system, which will be for dues renewals only, should be in
place by May. As part of the transition, partial payments of
dues by check – an expensive and time-consuming process –
will no longer be accepted. “FMCA will be introducing this
new service at no cost to members,” says Director Sean
Holmes.

Economics continues from page 1

TERMS OF SERVICE

Auto Pay is available for dues renewals only. It cannot be
used for new memberships.

The Small Firm Program is open to all qualifying FMCA
Members with six or fewer employees (including office
staff). You must register as a Small Firm with FMCA by
submitting the application on the FMCA website at
www.fmca.us/joinFMCA.html.

Even if your firm grows, you keep your Small Firm rate
until your next renewal. Then, you are expected to renew
at the full member rate. Firms that falsely claim the Small
Firm rate will be ejected from the Association.

If you are a lapsed member – meaning your dues are
more than three months’ past due – and you qualify as a
Small Firm, you can renew at the Small Firm Rate.
However, you cannot rejoin FMCA at the first-year Small
Firm Rate.

A Small Firm with dues of $400 (including the Save a
Dock contribution), and using Auto Pay would be
charged $33/month for membership.

For more information about the program, please call
either your Chapter Director (see page 28) or Executive
Director Steven Webster at 321-453-3051.
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In 2007,  a  smal l  g roup o fFMCA member s  i n
Duval ,  Clay,  F lag ler,  S t .

Johns,  and Nassau Count ie s
came together  to  form the
Nor thea s t  Chap t e r  o f
FMCA.   This group recognized that
the marine contractors in northeast
Florida have historically been silent
members of  FMCA, rarely getting
involved in FMCA initiatives or events.  

The Northeast Chapter was formed to
change that pattern of  inactivity and to
give the marine contractors in northeast
Florida a voice, promoting their regional
interests.  The first goal of  the Northeast
Chapter was to increase participation
from the existing members and to
increase overall membership.  Don
Pardue (Wood Treaters) and Kelly Zufelt
(Vandroff  Insurance) led the effort to
persuade contractors to attend local
meetings and begin discussion on the
direction the Chapter should precede.  It
was these early meetings and initial drive
to increase activity in the area that con-
vinced the Board of  Directors to host a
Mini Expo for the first time in the north-
east area.  The 2007 Mini Expo in
Jacksonville was a great success due in
large part to the high attendance and
sponsorships from local members.  

The Northeast Chapter was quickly
faced with its first substantive local issue
in a proposed St. Johns County dock
ordinance.  St. Johns County Board of
County Commissioners had directed
staff  to develop an ordinance intended to
regulate the construction of  docks on lots
too small to support any mean-
ingful upland structures.  What
was produced was a draft ordi-
nance that significantly regulated
marine construction to the degree
that would make the construction
of  a dock almost impossible
without first obtaining a special
use permit after a public hearing.
The draft ordinance included slip
limitations, height limitations,
and size limitations.  

The Northeast Chapter immediately
organized and submitted comments
opposing the draft ordinance.  These
initial comments spurred County staff  to
meet with the Northeast Chapter and
other interested parties to work out a res-
olution.  After several meetings with
County Staff, the Northeast Chapter was
instrumental in reducing the multi-facet,
draconian draft proposal to a simple
parking regulation.  This was the
Chapter’s first attempt at addressing a
unique, local interest and, with the
support of  its membership, the Chapter
was extremely successful.  

During the process of  protecting their
local interests, the Chapter developed a
working relationship with County Staff
that the County has made a commitment
to continue to advance.  This commit-
ment includes efforts to ensure the
Chapter will be notified of  any future
County initiatives related to marine con-
struction and participate in the develop-
ment of  those initiatives as a key stake-
holder.  Simply stated, the County con-
siders the Chapter to be a major, inter-
ested party that should be consulted with
during the development of  any County
policies or regulations concerning
marine construction.  This access to the
political agencies/governments will only
further enhance the Chapter’s effective-
ness with regard to advancing the inter-
ests of  local marine contractors and
FMCA.

This past year also saw the Northeast
Chapter increase its participation with
the FMCA Board of  Directors.  The
Chapter voted to make supporting the
Board of  Directors as one of  its main

purposes, which included appointing a
liaison that coordinates with the Board
on behalf  of  the Chapter.  These coordi-
nation efforts lead to an increased aware-
ness of  state initiatives and an increase in
local comments/recommendations on
those initiatives.  In fact, the Board of
Directors unanimously voted to adopt
the Chapter’s recommendations con-
cerning the marine contractor’s license.
Based on the Chapter’s success in getting
off  the ground and actively contributing
to FMCA, the Board of  Directors also
unanimously granted the Chapter a
commendation for its efforts and success.  

Finally, at the recommendation of
FMCA Board Member Sean Holmes of
Palm Valley Marine Construction, the
FMCA Board of  Directors unanimously
named Kelly Zufelt as the Chapter
Director. Kelly works closely with  Sean,
who has been an active and critical
member of  the Chapter from day one.
The Chapter’s success would have been
impossible but for their hard work.  This
leadership at the Northeast Chapter will
truly be an added asset to the Board of
Directors and will continue to ensure the
Chapter’s success.  

The Chapter’s goals for the coming year
will continue to be to increase participa-
tion and membership, but now, the
Chapter has proven it can handle
regional issues that impact marine con-
struction.  The Northeast Chapter will
be an active player in addressing those
issues and will continue to provide a
voice to the area’s membership on both
the local and state levels.  

James downplays his own role
in the chapter’s success. James
recently transferred to Lewis,
Longman’s West Palm Beach
office, where he will be working
with our South Chapter. He can
be reached at: (561) 640-0820.

First Coast Chapter—A Year in Review
by James Charles, Lewis, Longman & Walker
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been used world wide.  When CCA was eliminated from some
markets in Europe ACC was the primary replacement wood pre-
servative.  CopperShield™ is now available for docks. 

5 HydroHoist Marine Group
Chase White
915 West Blue Starr Drive
Claremore, Oklahoma  74017
918-283-4212
e: chase@boatlift.com

Over forty years ago the founder of HydroHoist invented and
patented the world's first hydro-pneumatic boat lift designed for
use by the recreational boater. Today, we're still leading the way
with innovation and quality, and are the largest hydro-pneumatic
boatlift manufacturer in the world! HydroHoist also manu-
factures Hydro Port PWC docking platforms, PowerPort power
pedestals and a variety of storage accessories.

40 IMM Boat Lifts, Inc.
Michael Nanda, George Becker
5940  Youngquist Road
Fort Myers, FL 33912
Tel:  800-669-3515
Fax: 239-454-8641
e: info@immboatlifts.com
www.immboatlifts.com

Manufacturing aluminum boat lifts and marine construction prod-
ucts for over 25 years.

25 International Dock Products, Inc.
Frank Turk
3101 SW 25th Street, Unit 106
Pembroke Park, Florida  33009
954-964-5315
e: frankt@dockproducts.com

International Dock Products manufactures and/or supplies just
about every accessory for a marina or dock. Piling caps, aluminum
dock ladders, Flexmaster® dock fenders and S. King Fulton®
electrical power centers are only a few of the items available using
the highest quality materials and the finest craftsmanship to
produce the most durable and corrosion resistant products for any
waterfront application.

Our newest items include “floating dock lift ladders”, a locking pin
mechanism for the swing-up ladder, a quick release base for easy
ladder removal and a double rung locking mechanism for the
lifting ladder. All aluminum ladders are offered in the standard 2”
the new wide 4” rung.

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 14

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 18

FF
MM
CC
AA

1155

including no enrollment fees, no
monthly minimums and a variety of low
priced equipment solutions.  Fax your
most recent processing statement to 1-
866-528-3854 or visit our booth to dis-
cover how much you can save today!

19 Fiber Composites, LLC
Jerry Turk
1715 McArthur Street
Fernandina Beach, Florida  32034
904-430-7644
e: jerryt@fibercomposites.com

Fiber Composites, LLC is displaying our
composite decking & railing products
for both decks and docks in the Florida
market.  
fiberon® Decking & Railing  ---  Tropics
& Professional Decking / Horizon Railing
www.fibercomposites.com
WeatherBest® Decking & Railing  ---
Premium Grain & Tropical Decking &
WeatherBest Railing
www.weatherbest.com

28 Fluoron Inc.
Frank Chapman, Lisa Stenta
505 Blue Ball Road, Bldg #120      
Triumph Industrial Park
Elkton, Maryland  21921
410-392-0220
e: fchapman@fluoron.com,
lisa@fluoron.com

Fluoron Inc. offers a first-of-a-kind
UHMW-PE Piling Cover.  The patented
Piling Covers provide the best corrosion
and wear protection available. This is a
very attractive product for protecting
steel pilings on floating docks.  It is heat
shrunk making a tight fit on wood or
concrete pilings, round or square.  The
standard color is black, but red, green
and other colors are available.  

Advantages of Heat Shrinkable UHMW
PE Covers:
• Gives pilings a rich, attractive appear-
ance
• Prevents corrosion
• Eliminates maintenance
• Stays clean
• Prevents ice adhesion
• Restoration of rusted pilings to a new
surface

39 Flush Maxx
Greg Piehl
727-573-1373
Order Online: www.flushmaxx.com
e: impactprecision@hotmail.com

Never before has a product allowed you
to thoroughly flush your outboard or
stern-drive engines, from the top power
head to the lower unit and out-drive, so
quickly and effortlessly. Finally, your lift
or davit docked boat flushing solution is
here!

4 Forest Products Research
Laboratory
Robert Baeppler, Herb Guerry
PO Box 38
Kilbourne, Ohio  43032-0038
740-524-1050
e: bobb@fprl.com,
hguerry@savwood.com

Forest Products Research Laboratory is
a manufacturer of the wood preservative
CopperShield™, which is ACC.  ACC is
the first water borne wood preservative
listed in the AWPA Book of Standards.
ACC has the low corrosive behavior of
CCA but without the arsenic.  It has

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 8

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 15
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Rosen Plaza
9700 International Drive 
Orlando , Florida 32819 

(407) 996-9700 
Meeting Information (800) 366-9700 

Reservations (800) 366-9700 
Fax (407) 996-9111 
www.rosenplaza.com 

www.rosenplazamedia.com 

Spring 2008 Mini Expo Exhibitor and Schedule Information

REGISTRATION FOR ALL ACTIVITIES IS AVAILABLE
EXCLUSIVELY ONLINE AT:

WWW.FMCA.US/MEETINGS.HTML

The Friday Opening Reception is free, with a cash bar.

Luncheons are $25 both Friday and Saturday.

Friday’s four CEU credit courses cost just $20!

Saturday’s Sandler Sales Training Institute workshop is $100
per person; exhibitors take $50 off for each tabletop display.

Thursday April 24: invitation-only exam-writing workshop
Friday: Exam-writing continues

Exhibitor set-up (all day)
Lunch
1:30 PM – CEU courses begin
6:30 PM – Mini Expo Opening Reception

Saturday: 8AM - noon – Mini Expo open to the public
Lunch
1:30 – Sandler Sales Training
3:30 – FMCA Board & Membership Meeting
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Location Company
1 Timbertech

2 & 3 DSMS
4 Forest Products Research Laboratory
5 HydroHoist Marine Group
6 Swan Secure Products
7 Koppers
8 Liebherr Nenzing Crane Co.
9 Meredith Lumber
10 PPW
11 Simpson Strong-Tie
12 Structurmarine
13 Blue Marlin Filter
14 Brinker Brown Fastener & Supply Inc.
15 Wood Treaters , LLC.
16 Amerisafe
17 Robbins Manufacturing
18 Electro TechCP
19 Fiber Composites, LLC
20 Ram Jack Sea Wall Solutions
21 Advanced Waterfront Technologies
22 Pile Buck Magazine
23 Electronic Data Payment Systems
24 Coastal Products Plus
25 International Dock Products, Inc.
26 Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.
27 Trex Company, Inc.
28 Fluoron Inc.
29 Vandroff  Insurance Agency, Inc.
30 PRIDE Enterprises
31 Decks & Docks Lumber Co.
32 DYWIDAG Systems 
33 Poseidon Barge

34 & 35 Premier Materials
36 Deco Boat Lifts
37 Millennium Decking
38 ShoreMaster, Inc
39 FlushMaxx
40 IMM Boatlifts
47 Marsh Fasteners

Boat Lift 1 Quality Boat Lifts Inc.
Boat Lift 2 Golden Boat Lifts Inc.
Boat Lift 3 Boat Lift, U.S.
Boat Lift 4 Ace Boat Lifts
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NAME ___________________________________ COMPANY _____________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________ STATE/PROVINCE  _____ ZIP ___________

PHONE _________________________ FAX ___________________________

EMAIL __________________________________________________
� Contractor Member ($500)  
� Associate Member ($500)  REFERRED BY _______________________________
� Professional Member ($500)

EARN YOUR ANCHOR! RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER TODAY.
Mail this form to FMCA POB 542111 Merritt Island, FL 32954 or call 321-453-3051 to apply.

THIS IS THE BIGGEST YEAR YET FOR
MINI EXPO EXHIBITORS. MORE THAN 40
DIFFERENT COMPANIES HAVE DISPLAYS,
INCLUDING 15 FIRMS EXHIBITING FOR

THE FIRST TIME. 

Contractors
Braddock Brockman Marine Construction, Inc
Nassau, Duval, Clay, St Johns, Putnam, Flagler
CBC 1254076
Mr Russ Brockman
205 W David Industrial Drive #2
St Augustine, FL  32084
p: 904-824-3834
f: 904-824-3834
e: russ.brockman@bbmarineconstruction.com
w: www.bbmarineconstruction.com
Sponsored by Kelly Zufelt, Vandroff Insurance

Premier Deck & Dock, Inc
Orange, Osceola, Seminole
CGC 1511647
Robin Lopez
7653 Turkey Lake Rd
Orlando, FL  32819
p: 407-574-8816
f: 407-574-4555
e:robinlopez@premierdeckanddock.com
w: www.premierdeckanddock.com/
Sponsored by Erica Stockstill, Ivy Environmental

Associates
HydroHoist Marine Group
Mr Chase White
915 West Blue Starr Drive
Claremore, OK 74017
p: 918-283-4212
f: 918-341-1178
e: chase@boatlift.com
w: www.boatlift.com
Manufacturers of hydro-pneumatic boatlifts and marine
power pedestals .

Welcome New Members!



probably isn't in Pensacola.' And, if we don't have it in stock,
we can special order it. It's seldom that we can't find what
you're looking for." Now with the addition of a complete array
of marine building products and technologically advanced
materials, they are entering a new era of service to the Gulf
Coast ... an era that is being ushered in by the third genera-
tion of Meredith’s to run Meredith & Sons Lumber Company!

37 Millennium Decking
Shayne Johnson, Ryan Cunningham, Brent Hood
ryan.cunningham@mdecking.com
1408 - 7th Street
Nisku, Alberta, Canada T9E 7P9
407-619-0390
ryan.cunningham@mdecking.com

Millennium Decking is unlike any other wood
composite product on the market and is ideal
for decks, docks and boardwalks. Through a
patented process polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
plastic and wood flour are brought together to
produce a durable and elegant looking
decking surface that resists fading, staining,
warping, rotting, swelling and cracking. We
are so confident in the performance of our
alternative decking material that we have
included a 20-year NON-pro rated warranty.

22 Pile Buck Magazine
Sarah Milstead
Address: POB 64360
Vero Beach FL 32964
Phone:  772-480-0685 
e: Sarah@pilebuckinternational.com

Since 1986, Pile Buck has been the premier
source of information for news, engineering,
and suppliers for the deep foundations and
marine construction industries.

Pile Buck is proud to partner with FMCA. For
more information, to subscribe, or to purchase
our extensive library of technical information,
please visit our website:
www.pilebuckinternational.com.

10 PPW
Gus Stritt
4545 Madison Industrial Lane
Tampa, Florida  33619
800-273-4076
e: gstritt@parksite.com

Three different types of decking –
EverGrain, Azek deck, and Fiberon Tropics. 

33 Poseidon Barge
John Bolek
3101 New Haven Avenue
Ft Wayne, Indiana  46803
904-252-4515
e: jbolek@poseidonbarge.com

Poseidon Barge Corporation / Mid-America Foundation
Supply is a fabricator & distributor for the Poseidon Portable
Sectional Barges.  The Poseidon Portable Sectional Barge is
used to float cranes, excavators, lift trucks and any other con-
struction equipment needed for Highway and / or Marine

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 20

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 18
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7 Koppers, Inc
Tim Balthazar
200 NW 23rd Ave
Gainesville, Florida  32609
352 213 6996
e: balthazartj@koppers.com

Koppers is an industry leader in the production and treatment
of timber piling for use in foundation and marine piling appli-
cations.
Koppers supplies foundation and marine contractors with
pressure treated timber piling made primarily from Southern
Yellow Pine. All raw materials are selected in strict accordance
with the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
Standard D-25 and treated in accordance with the American
Wood Preservers Association (AWPA) Standards C-1 and C-3.
As with all of our products, Koppers employs strict quality
control procedures to ensure compliance with all industry and
customer specifications.

26 Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.
Azalea Bruns,  James Charles
1700 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., Suite 1000
West Palm Beach, Florida  33401
561 640-0820
e: abruns@llw-law.com, jcharles@llw-law.com

LLW is  statewide law firm with offices in Bradenton,
Jacksonville, Tallahassee and West Palm Beach in close
proximity to the headquarters of federal, state and regional
environmental agencies, as well as the state legislature,
Governor and Cabinet.  The firm has extensive experience
representing clients, private and public, in marine con-
struction matters; including but not limited to, single family
docks, multi-slip docks, marinas, coastal construction and
armoring, and dredging.  This representation includes the
ability to address and advocate for clients with regards to
all environmental, regulatory, and land use issues that the
client may face with marine construction. 

8 Liebherr Nenzing Crane Co.
Wolfgang Herzog
11801 NW 100th Road, Suite 17
Medley (Miami), Florida  33178
713 498 2036
e: wolfgang.herzog@liebherr.com

Liebherr Nenzing Crane Co. is the biggest and premier
manufacturer of purpose built Duty Cycle Crawler Cranes
with high horse power engines (up to 910 hp) and high
line pull winches (up to 99,000 lbs.) for all land- and sea-
based heavy duty cycle work. The full line of Liebherr Duty
Cycle Crawler Cranes is mainly used for: Material handling
with grab/grapple and dragline, Demolition, Dynamic Soil
Compaction, Slurry Wall & Casing Oscillator and integrated
lead systems. Liebherr also offers a full range of combina-
tion Pile Driving & Drilling Rigs, conventional Drill Rigs as
well as Lift Cranes.

47 Marsh Fasteners
Christopher Marsh
561-743-4642
Fax: 561-743-4912
Email: marshfas@bellsouth.net

We are the inventors of the CARRIAGE CAP NUT (Pat
Pend.) which is designed to save you both time and money
on your thru-bolting needs. We are proud stocking distrib-
utors for Quik-Drive Screw Guns, Simpson Strong-Tie,
Swan Secure and other leading fastener manufacturers. 

9 Meredith Lumber
Dennis Meredith
5986 Gulf Breeze Parkway
Gulf Breeze, Florida  32563
850-916-3260
e: Dennis@coastalproductsplus.com
At a time when building supply superstores are proliferating,
and large lumber companies are being gobbled up by even
larger ones, Meredith & Sons has thrived by creating its own
unique niche in northwest Florida's building supply market.
"We've earned a reputation for being able to provide specialty
or hard-to-find items, like old-fashioned drop sidings and oak
flooring. Customers say, 'If you can't find it at Meredith's, it

INSERT DEALER TAGS(S) HERE.

A beautiful deck doesn’t have to be a chore. If you build
with TimberTech, you won’t have to worry about staining,
sealing, painting, splintering or any of the other headaches
associated with wood decks. 
For more information, please
visit www.timbertech.com.

©2005 TimberTech. All rights reserved.

Beautiful, low maintenance 

TimberTech composite decking.

Beautiful, low maintenance 

TimberTech composite decking.

Exhibitor Guide continues from 15

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 19
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Construction on inland waters in the United States.  We have
distribution in Florida, Arkansas, Indiana & California.  Please
contact our sales team toll free at 866-992-2743 or on our
web site at www.poseidonbarge.com for quotes or any ques-
tions that you would have.

34 & 35 Premier Materials
John Rotter
7401 Central Ave NE
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55436
800-262-2275
e: john@premiermaterials.com

Premier Materials presents AquaDek – lightweight, 45% light
pass-thru decking materials in 2x3 and 2x4 panel sizes, 15
year warranty, 100lbs/ft2 load capacity on 24” and 18” centers;
PVC coated commercial SteelDeck deck panels in seven sizes
up to 48x72, skid resistant and perforated for fast water
runoff, 2915 lb/ft2 load capacity on 24” centers, 25-year war-
ranty; ACE encapsulated dock floats in over 60 sizes designed
for commercial and residential floating dock systems, 15-year
warranty, sold worldwide to marinas, marina construction
companies and dock builders.

30  PRIDE Enterprises
Robert Suba, Tim Hannon
13518 NE 258th Court
Raiford, Florida  32083
866-228-5135
e: bsuba@pride-enterprises.org, thannon@pride-enter-
prises.org 

PRIDE Forestry Products manufactures products for the
marine construction, fencing, and parks & recreation indus-
tries at its facility in Raiford, FL. PRIDE manages over 18,000
acres of southern pine forests throughout north and north-
west Florida, and this material is processed into dimensional
lumber, fence posts and poles, fencing systems, and park fur-
niture. We operate our own sawmill and pressure treatment
facility to ensure that your orders are made to your exact
specifications. We are currently featuring large diameter &
length poles/pilings treated to 2.5 CCA for marine applica-
tions- ask one of our representatives for a quotation.

Boat Lift 1 Quality Boat Lifts Inc.
Greg Minck
17030 Alico Center Rd.
Ft. Myers, Florida  33912
239-432-9110
e: greg@qualityboatlifts.com

Quality Boat Lifts, Inc. is the innovator in the boat lift industry.
We design, manufacture, and market the safest, easiest to
install, and most consumer friendly boat lifts and related
accessories available.

We are dedicated to developing boat lifts and other products
that will meet or exceed our customers' expectations while
adhering to engineering standards recognizable as world
class in the boat lift industry or any industry.

20 Ram Jack Sea Wall Solutions
Bradley Sykes, Rick Sykes, Scott Robeson
13655 County Road 1570
Ada, Oklahoma  74820
800-228-6713                       
248-328-0292
e: rick@ramjackusa.com, brad@seawallsolutionsusa.com,                 
srobeson@ramjack.com

With the ever increasing number of seawall failures, the
current types of repairs have become obsolete.  With Ram
Jack Sea Wall Solutions, these problems have been eradi-
cated.  Ram Jack uses its proven helical technology and com-
bines it with a patented system which can repair a failing
seawall permanently.

At our display, we will have a DVD showing the system and
how it performs.  The system is both cost effective, costing
much less than replacement, and requires little installation
time.   

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 19

FF
MM
CC
AA

2200

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 22



F
M
C
A

23

F
M
C
A

22

SAVE ON CREDIT CARD PROCESSING
For more information or to sign up for
FMCA’s low-cost credit card processing
program, call Electronic Data Payment
System’s Stacy Porter at:  866-578-9740
ext. 126. EDPS offers a suite of  financial
programs for FMCA members. 

FMCA HANDBOOK FOR CUSTOMERS
To advertise in FMCA’s “Personal Dock
Building Handbook,” call 321-453-3051
or email swebster@fmca.us

FREE BANK DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT
For free bank deposit management, call
Prime Bank at 321-751-6999 for more
information (be sure to say you’re an
FMCA member).

PILE BUCK CONSTRUCTION CDS
For Pile Buck Marine Construction CDs
at  60% off, send a check for $40/copy to: 

FMCA CD
POB 542111
Merritt Island, FL 32954-2111

HALF-PRICE PILE BUCK CLASSIFIEDS
For half-price Pile Buck classified ads, call
Pile Buck at (800) 249 4917.

FOR LOWER-COST HEALTH INSURANCE
AND WORKERS’ COMP COVERAGE
Complete and mail in the survey in the
February ADVOCATE, also available online

GREAT RATES ON CEUS AND SALES
TRAINING
See Page 13 for details.

Member Marketing and Business Building Tools You Can Use!

17 Robbins Manufacturing
Bruce Palmer
PO Box 17939
Tampa, Florida  33682
813-971-3030
e: bpalmer@robbinslumber.com

A family owned company since,
Robbins Wood Preserving and
Manufacturing Company has been a
leader in the wood preserving industry
since 1953.   We serve the marine
construction industry with quality
treated wood poles, piling, lumber,
timbers, and marine decking products,
and distribute our products
throughout the state.

38 ShoreMaster, Inc
David Grisham
1025 International Drive                           
2205 Dobbs Rd
Fergus Falls, Minnesota  56537
904-825-3625
e: david.grisham@shoremaster.com

ShoreMaster manufactures and markets
the widest range of waterfront equip-
ment in the industry. Our product line
includes commercial floating docks con-
structed from aluminum, galvanized
steel and concrete. We also offer boat
lifts, flotation and residential docks, as
well as a full compliment of water toys.

11 Simpson Strong-Tie
Edward Groblewski,  Mark Walkenbach
2221 Country Lane
McKinney, Texas  75069
407-694-8731
e: egroblewski@strongtie.com,                            
mwalkenbach@strongtie.com

Quik Drive offers labor saving auto-
feed systems and specialty fasteners
engineered for a wide range of com-
mercial and residential construction
applications.
Featuring patented collation tech-
nology, Quik Drive's fasteners are
designed to meet or exceed industry
standards for strength and longevity
while offering easy-to-load, tangle-
free strips for efficient performance in
auto-feed systems.

12 Structurmarine
Karl Giroux
12645, rue April
Montreal, Quebec H1B 5P6
514-645-4000
e: pascale.nolet@structurmarine.com

Structurmarine is a leading designer and
manufacturer of floating docks and
wave reduction systems, author of many
innovative, large-scale marina projects
around the world.  Fax: 514.645.6396
E-mail: info@structurmarine.com
Website: www.structurmarine.com

6 Swan Secure Products
Rick Oblak
7859 Bayberry Rd
Jacksonville, Florida  32256
904-739-8083
e: roblak@strongtie.com

Stainless steel nail and specialty screw
manufacturer.

1 Timbertech
Lindsay Ranly, Monique Randall
1613 Shadowmoss Circle
Lake Mary, Florida  32746
937-655-5257                 
407-310-0002
e: lranly@timbertech.com, mran-
dall@timbertech.com

TimberTech decking and railing is a rev-
olutionary alternative to traditional wood
that doesn't rot, warp or splinter — and
never needs staining or sealing.  Easy to
install and easier to maintain,
TimberTech offers you more colors, more
options, more possibilities — and prom-
ises you less worry than wood or other
composites. With the addition of the
XLM plank, TimberTech now covers the
entire decking category.  From ultra low
maintenance to aesthetic premium,
TimberTech has a plank style to fit all of
your deck and dock needs.  Please visit
our booth or go to www.timbertech.com
for more information. 

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 22

Exhibitor Guide continues on page 25
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Spring MINI EXPO staff needed!
A few good volunteers to staff the
registration center April 24-26, 2007 

will be GREATLY appreciated! 
Call 321-733-2670.

www.trul ine.us 
(239) 591-6234 

1 4 1 5  P a n t h e r  L a n e ,  S u i t e  1 5 1 ,  N a p l e s ,  F L  3 4 1 0 9  

SUPPORT LICENSED,
INSURED PROFESSIONALS.

PLEASE DON’T SELL TO

UNLICENSED BUILDERS.

27 Trex Company, Inc.
Robyn Chambers
2782 Monticello Place, #203
Orlando, Florida  32835
407-579-6298
e: rchambers@trex.com

Trex is the leading brand of alternative decking, railing,
fencing, and trim products designed to maximize your outdoor
living experience.  Trex composite products are made of a
unique combination of wood and plastic fibers. Trex gets its
plastic and wood fibers from reclaimed or recycled resources.
The result is decking, railing and fencing products that
require only periodic cleaning to stay beautiful for years to
come - no need for sanding, staining or painting, ever.  For
more information:  1800-BUY-TREX or www.trex.com.

29 Vandroff Insurance Agency, Inc.
Kelly Zufelt
5150 Belfort Rd, Bldg 200
Jacksonville, Florida  32256
904-296-3390
e: kelly@vandroff-insurance.com

Vandroff Insurance Agency is a full service independent insur-
ance agency specializing in insurance coverage for the

marine industry.  We represent many insurance companies so
that we are able to insure the risks that are unique to your
business.  At Vandroff we take pride in our professionalism
and excellent customer service.  Be at our table Saturday for a
drawing for a Salt Water Rod & Reel combo!!  (You must be
present to win!)

15 Wood Treaters , LLC.
Don Pardue
2610 Fairfax Street
Jacksonville, Florida  32203
800-330-7283
e: don@woodtreaters.com

A major CCA wood treatment facility, centrally located in
Jacksonville, Fl. We supply marine contractors with poles,
piling, lumber, timbers, and a variety of related products
for the marine industry. In addition to treated wood prod-
ucts we are a distributor for TREX composite lumber,
Shoreguard & C-Loc vinyl sheet-piling and TimberGuard
products. We deliver to yards or your jobsite direct,  with
our own fleet of dump, flat bed, or crane trucks. We can
assist you with CCA treatment or an alternative Copper
Azole, in a variety of retention levels. 

Exhibitor Guide continues from page 4
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www.decks-docks.com
Decks&Docks Lumber Company Inc. • Member of Florida Marine Contractors Association

•  Stocking a full-line of marine 
 building supplies including:
  

  - Marine Piling

  - Pressure Treated Lumber

  - Composite Decking

  - Vinyl & Steel Seawall

  - Dock Accessories

  

•  Professional sales staff

•  Material delivered directly 
 to the job site

•  4 convenient locations

•  Serving Florida for over 
 15 years

4801 95th St. N
St. Petersburg, FL 33708
727-399-9663
727-399-8453 Fax

2036 20th Street
Sarasota, FL 34234
941-952-9663
941-952-9662 Fax

3750 Exchange Ave.
Naples, FL 34104
239-403-9663
239-403-9631 Fax

317 Rosa L. Jones Blvd
Cocoa, FL 32922
321-504-9606
321-504-9614 Fax

St. N
burg, FL 33708
9663

2036 20th Street
Sarasota, FL 34234
941 952 9663

1-866-528-96636 528

Decks & Docks Lumber Company Inc. 
provides a full-line of marine construction 
materials, dock accessories and deck 
building materials. We have over fi fteen 
years of experience serving the needs of 
marine and general contractors as well as 
marinas, condos, municipalities and 
residences. Each of our fully stocked locations 
provide attentive customer service, a trained 
and knowledgeable sales staff, prompt and 
reliable delivery, and competitive pricing. All of 
this has earned us an unparalleled reputation 
for great service and unbeatable value.

We proudly supply the following brands:
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Anchor Award winners have each recruited two or more
new members since January, 2004.

Mike Jones, SteMic Marine,
2007 Golden Anchor Award Winner
John Loftis, Loftis Marine Division, 
2006 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Eric Hermann, Industrial & Marine Hardware,
2005 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Paul Sieber, H&W Distributors, 
2004 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Hap Cameron, S.E. Cline Construction
Dan Gileo, Decks & Docks Lumber

Bill Golden, Golden Global Manufacturing
Val Grabowski, Heritage Docks

Charlie Grindrod, G&D Constructors
Scott Groomes, Construction Technology

Sean Holmes, Palm Valley Marine Construction
Steven Kern, Snavely Forest Products

Rick Kozell, Southern Pine Lumber
George Lackey, Hockman Lackey Insurance

Steve Liebel, Duncan Seawall
Paul Lynch, Paul Lynch & Associates

Mike McCartney, American Marine Construction
Blair McVety, Charlotte County Seawalls

Mike Morrison, Morrison Builders
Don Pardue, Wood Treaters
Dick Remke, Decks & Docks

Doug Speeler, Speeler Services
Doug Speeler, Jr., Speeler & Associates

James Timmerman, DSMS, Inc.
Kristy Tingle, Ace Boat Lifts
Karen Tischler, LIG Marine

Kelly Zufelt, Vandroff Insurance

Since the Anchor Award recruitment program was
launched in January, 2004, FMCA has awarded

Members 27 Anchors. Members earn their Anchors
by recruiting two new members. Each year, the top
recruiting Anchor is named Anchor of the Year.

Anchors who recruit 22 members become Members
For Life and never pay dues again. 
Anchor holders must be Members.

FMCA’S POSITION ON MANATEE PROTECTION

• If  sound science supports it, so do we.
• If  sound science doesn’t support it, neither do we.
• All rules must be reviewed and approved by local committees.
• Research is better than restrictions.
• Technology is better than tickets.

IMPORTANT FMCA BANKING NOTICE!

FMCA’S ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ADDRESS HAS
CHANGED. PLEASE MAIL YOUR DUES RENEWAL

CHECKS TO:

Florida Marine Contractors Association
POB 410755

Melbourne, FL 32941-0755

IMPORTANT NEW FREE SERVICE!

FMCA Members receive FREE accounts
receivable (deposit) management when opening

an account with Prime Bank, FMCA’s new
banking partner. For info call: 321-453-3051.

CCORRECTIONSORRECTIONS
FMCA will promptly correct errors or omissions. 

2008 Meeting Dates

2008 SPRING MINI EXPO
April 25-26, 2008 Rosen Plaza Orlando
Right in the heart of I-Drive.
Great rates at a great resort. Tons to do and see. A
price that can’t be beat: $119/nite!
Be there or be square!

July 11-12, 2008 Quarterly Meeting
JW Marriott Orlando
Last year’s meeting at the JW Marriott/Orlando was a real treat;
we’re going back. Rooms are just $105/nite.

Future Meetings

Effective immediately, FMCA Chapters will submit bids
to host FMCA Meetings and Expos. Chapters are also
required to hold at least two local meetings per year.

FMCA MEETING CALENDAR
All meetings are open to Members and Prospects. 
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28 Boundaries
of  the FMCA Regional

Chapters. 

FMCA Chapters align with the
boundaries of  Florida Department
of  Environmental Protection 

districts, except the Keys portion
of  Monroe County is in the South

Chapter.

Officers
President Mike Jones
[mjones@fmca.us]

Vice President John Loftis
[jloftis@fmca.us]

Secretary-Treasurer Kristy Tingle
[ktingle@fmca.us]

Second Vice President Dan Gileo
[dgileo@fmca.us]

Past President Rick Fender
[rfender@fmca.us]

Executive Director
Steven Webster
[swebster@fmca.us] 
321-453-3051

Government Relations Director 
Peggy Mathews
[pmathews@fmca.us] 
850-877-3848

Meeting Planning Director
Meg Slentz Nagy
[mslentznagy@fmca.us] 
321-733-2670

FMCA OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION
Directors
Ben Barnett [bbarnett@fmca.us]
Val Grabowski [vgrabowski@fmca.us]
Charlie Grindrod [cgrindrod@fmca.us]
Sean Holmes [sholmes@fmca.us]
Bruce Palmer [bpalmer@fmca.us]
Kent Safriet [ksafriet@fmca.us]
Murray Shatt [mshatt@fmca.us]
Lori Sousa [lsousa@fmca.us]
Frank Turk [fturk@fmca.us]
Ken Wells [kwells@fmca.us]

Regional Directors
First Coast
Kelly Zufelt 904-296-3390
East Florida
Charlie Grindrod 407-349-9095
Panhandle
John Loftis 850-934-0530
South Florida
Murray Shatt 305-745-2840
Southwest Florida
Mike Jones 239-481-7143
Tampa Bay
Val Grabowski 727-328-8232
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President’s Letter continues from page 3

easy way to cover your butt in the
event you do hit something that was
unknown prior to starting the work. 

Another concern when starting a
marine project is soil conditions.  Is
there rock down there?  How far
down?  Unfortunately, without soil
borings, the only way to really know
the soil conditions is to start jetting
or driving a piling.  The next best
method is local experience.  We all
know the spots in our waterways with
that layer of  shell, or maybe the area
where there is 10’ of  muck that
wouldn’t hold up the smallest
Personal Watercraft Lift without
getting penetration through the
muck and into the nice sand below it.

There’s a lesson here. We face
unknowns in just about everything
we do. 

Will the permit be approved? Will I
be fined for building where it makes
sense, versus where they tell me to

build? Will my customer hire me,
because I care about this stuff, or will
the customer hire the cheap guy who
doesn’t care? Will my client wait for
a permit? And, right now, most
important to me, how do I explain to
employees that I don’t have work for
them right now?

I may be president of  FMCA, but I
started out like most of  you: two guys
and a jet. We worked hard; we even
bought Longshore when it cost more
per hour than the wages we earned.
We grew, but like most of  you, lately
we’ve been shrinking, too.

That’s why I urged the Board to try
out the Small Firm Program on the
cover of  this issue. We approved this
test to show members who are
shrinking in size today that we are
there with you. We support our
members, and we need your support
to continue our good work.

And good work it is. 

When I look back my marine con-
struction career, well, the first thing
is that ten years ago I could not
imagine we’d have our own bill
before the legislature, or our own
class code, or our own license, or that
we’d be paying about one tenth as
much for workers comp.

We did that. FMCA. We hit those
unforeseen obstacles and figured out
how to remove them.

Well, this concludes another inform-
ative President’s letter.  I hope you
have enjoyed it and I look forward to
seeing everyone at the Spring Mini
Expo in Orlando.

Sincerely,

Mike Jones, President
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