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fMCA Platinum Members

RAVENS MARINE, INC. Matthew Hill 800-676-3023
ROBBINS MANUFACTURING Bruce Palmer 888-558-8199
ACE BOAT LIFTS Kristy Tingle 941-493-8100 
BELLINGHAM MARINE Steve Ryder 904-358-3362
CRANE MATERIALS INTERNATIONAL John Irvine 800-256-8857
DECKS & DOCKS LUMBER CO. Dan Gileo 727-399-9663
GATOR DOCK & MARINE Joe McCloskey 800-621-2207 
GOLDEN BOAT LIFTS Bill Golden 888-909-5438 ext 225
LP (Louisiana Pacific) Rick Fisher 813-991-7898
PPW Gus Stritt 800-273-4076

Charter Platinum Members have each made a five-year 
membership pledge in support of the Association. 

The Professional Trade
Association 

for the Marine
Construction Industry 

DEP has asked FMCA
to help define just what a boat

lift is. There is no definition of

a boat hoist or lift either in Florida statute,

or rule. 

Tim Rach of  the Florida Dept of

Environmental Protection has asked

FMCA to come up with a definition,

which we intend to develop at the first

meeting of  the Southwest Florida FMCA

Chapter soon after the Summit.

All FMCA-member boat lift manufac-

turers have been invited to participate. All

other members are welcome, too.

A homeowner reportedly paid an unlicensed, uninsured builder $64,000 for this failed
seawall. The homeowner, burnt once, insisted on an FMCA Member Contractor to fix the

mess. And she is telling all her neighbors to insist on FMCA!

DEP Seeks FMCA Help 

WhAt is A BoAt Lift?

In response to everyone’s

great concerns about the

impact of  the fiscal crisis
on the marine industry, FMCA has invited

Richard Zolty, SVP of  American

Insurance Group’s specialty workers’

comp division, to explain what will

happen now that the Fed owns 79.9% of

the giant financial services firm.

This is a critical issue for everyone in our

industry, as AIG is far and away the

largest marine construction insurance

provider in Florida. Zolty will be first on

the agenda, Friday morning at 8:30AM.

Summit Adds AIG Insurance

Expert to Agenda

POB 542111 • Merritt Island, FL 32954-2111
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Contractors
Ferreira Construction Company, Inc
Statewide marine contractor
Mr Gerald Cass
POB 1996
Palm City, FL 34991
p: 772-286-5123
f: 772-286-5139
e: caseyc@ferreiraconstruction.com
w: www.ferreiraconstruction.com
l: CGC1509418; Martin CMAR-4436

Robinson Marine Construction
St Johns, Clay, Duval, Nassau
Ms Annette Robinson
6631 River Point Dr
Fleming Island, FL  32003
p: 904-284-2173
e: robinsonmarine@bellsouth.net
l: St Johns BL-4651

Welcome New
Members!

Can customers find you online?
UPDATE YOUR ONLINE

INFORMATION. 
Missing your login and pass-
word? Email execdir@fmca.us.

THE 2008 
GREEN MARINE SUMMIT

REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW.MARINESUMMIT.COM

$150 PER PERSON INCLUDES
EVERYTHING (BUT SATURDAY

LUNCH)! 

$200 AT THE DOOR.

2008
Green
Marine
Summit
Oct 10-11, 2008

Marriott on
Hutchinson Island

Stuart, FL

Plan
Build
Finance

GREEN MARINE 
SUMMIT GOALS

1.  Motivate the marine 

construction industry to

ACTION.

2.  Learn what works from

green building professionals.

3.  Discuss clean water and

clean marine ideas and get

your questions answered. 

4.  Find out how you can make

money going green.

5.  Meet and learn from 

profitable companies that

provide green products and

services.



Dear Members,

When I was trying to decide on a

topic for my final “President’s

letter” I thought it might help to

take a look back at my previous

letters along with the past issues

of  “The Advocate”.  I have to

admit that writing these letters

has been the least favorite part of

my presidency.  I think I would

rather go to the dentist and have

a tooth pulled than write these

things.  They take me forever!

For instance, I started this letter

in April (just kidding).   But, as I

read those letters and articles I

decided to review things that

stand out from the past two years.  

The first thing that popped out

was how fast these last 23-24

months have gone by.  It seemed

to me that I had just written some

of  the letters when they were

actually 1 ½ to 2 years old.  In the

second letter I wrote, in the

January 2007 issue of  the

ADVOCATE, one of  the main

topics was the construction slow-

down in Florida and how long it

would last.  I mentioned that

various experts thought it would

last anywhere from six months to

two years. Well the experts

guessing on the low end were very

wrong and I hope the experts that

said two years are correct because

we are almost there.  One thing I

think everyone will agree on is

that I don’t think anyone could

have guessed how low this slow-

down would take us all.   

I have to say the most rewarding

part of  these last two years has

been watching the growth of  the

new State Certified Marine

Contractors license.  I just found

F
M
C
A

3

Mike Jones

President’s Letter

My Last Letter as Your President

Continues on Page  5

We have added AIG’s
Senior Vice President
of Workers Compen-

sation to the 2008 Green
Marine Summit agenda.

Richard Zolty will speak at 8:30AM

Friday, October 11, to explain how

AIG’s insurance business will operate,

now that the US Federal Reserve has

stepped in with a $70 billion rescue plan

that gives the Fed 79.9% ownership of

the giant company.

This is critical for just about anyone in

marine construction in Florida, whether

an insurance agent, a manufacturer, or a

contractor, as AIG underwrites well over

half  of  the marine workers’ comp

policies in Florida.

Price Remains $150 to
Attend

Because everyone has been riveted

to the news about the financial

crisis, we’ve decided to keep

Summit registration fees at $150

per person, and $200 at the door.

There are still a few exhibitor slots

available.

I wish everyone would believe me:

you can learn to make money by

going green. Even as the lending

market is being squeezed to death,

the funding available for “green”

grants and credits continues to pile

higher and higher.

The Summit Binder (all the stuff

you get) includes 50 pages of

grants, incentives and credits for

green construction!

Join us in Stuart to learn how to

make green by going green!

18-21 Workshop

I took part in Marine Industries

Association of  Florida’s outstanding

workshop on 18-21, which is the goofy

set of  rules by which Florida’s DEP

(Dept of  Environmental Protection)

rules the water.

Those of  you with long memories may

recall MIAF not being too fond of  me in

the past. Those days are.... passed. This

was one helluva meeting, with great

ideas emerging from honest and frank

discussion.

The purpose of  the workshop was to

establish an industry plan of  action, in

the wake of  DEP proposals that could

quadruple lease fees for boat slips in

private marinas.

One of  the ideas that seemed to gain

support was to create a clear divide

between the conversion of  existing slips

to private use, versus building new

private slips. That one, I must say, almost

made my day. (Ask my why when you see

me at the Summit.)

My thanks to Vera Locke of  MIA

Treasure Coast for extending the invita-

tion and to John Sprague for his very

appreciated support.

Central Florida Chapter

The Central Florida

Chapter’s first meeting will be

November 12, at Miller’s Ale

House, Altamonte Springs

Mall, 4PM.

Rick Dalrymple, new Director

of  the renamed Central

Florida FMCA Chapter (it

used to be the “east coast”),

has contacted more than 60

firms to participate.

And, he’s invited Central

DEP, SFWMD, SJRWD, plus

the regulatory folks in

Orange, Seminole, Lake,

Volusia, Brevard and Osceola.

In a word: WOW. 

We now have two Chapters

with outstanding leaders: First

Coast with Kelly Zufelt

White, and Central Florida,

with Rick.
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Executive Director’s Report
Steven Webster

FMCA has done a lot this
year. Low WC. A new license.
Working with regulators.

THIS IS BIGGER.

Continues on Page 17
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www.trul ine.us 
(239) 591-6234 
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President’s Letter Continues from page 3

out that the official name is now “Marine Specialty

Contractor” or MSC.  I am proud to say that I was

present at the meetings where the idea was first

hatched for the license and I was lucky enough to

take part in the actual “test making” meetings.  Now

the MSC is a reality and we actually have real life

“Certified” marine contractors in the state.  This

was a big step in our association’s goal to make

marine construction a more respected and “profes-

sional” industry.

USL&H has always been a hot topic in the marine

construction world, but what has happened in the

past few years is amazing.  It has taken a lot of  hard

work and patience for the FMCA, but we now have

our own WC class code (6006F) and remarkably low

rates.  Back in 2002-2003 we were paying $61.65

per $100 of  payroll to properly cover our employees

on a typical dock project.  This year, 2008, we are

paying only $17.91/$100 for the same work.  Even

better news is on the horizon.  The new 2009 rate is

proposed to be set at $14.46/ $100!  It will be

decided in January if  that new $14.46 rate will be

approved, but regardless there is no reason for not

having USL&H coverage for any marine contractor

in the state of  Florida.

My plan for the upcoming year is to serve in the

position of  “Past President” and work closely with

Ron Paluck of  Shoreline Lumber to get the

Southwest Florida Chapter up and running.  Our

goal is to follow the excellent example that the First

Coast (Jacksonville) chapter has done.  To sum it all

up, it has been a pleasure to serve as your President

for the last four years and I look forward to seeing

you all at the Green Marine Summit!  

Mike Jones, President

PS – Unless he runs for the hills, John Loftis of  Pensacola

will be next in line. John’s not only the first member from

the Panhandle to lead; he’s also a great guy, with a super

family. 

My thanks to my wife, my kids, my folks and FMCA!
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www.decks-docks.com
Decks&Docks Lumber Company Inc. • Member of Florida Marine Contractors Association

•  Stocking a full-line of marine 
 building supplies including:
  

  - Marine Piling

  - Pressure Treated Lumber

  - Composite Decking

  - Vinyl & Steel Seawall

  - Dock Accessories

  

•  Professional sales staff

•  Material delivered directly 
 to the job site

•  4 convenient locations

•  Serving Florida for over 
 15 years

4801 95th St. N
St. Petersburg, FL 33708
727-399-9663
727-399-8453 Fax

2036 20th Street
Sarasota, FL 34234
941-952-9663
941-952-9662 Fax

3750 Exchange Ave.
Naples, FL 34104
239-403-9663
239-403-9631 Fax

317 Rosa L. Jones Blvd
Cocoa, FL 32922
321-504-9606
321-504-9614 Fax

St. N
burg, FL 33708
9663

2036 20th Street
Sarasota, FL 34234
941 952 9663

1-866-528-96636 528

Decks & Docks Lumber Company Inc. 
provides a full-line of marine construction 
materials, dock accessories and deck 
building materials. We have over fi fteen 
years of experience serving the needs of 
marine and general contractors as well as 
marinas, condos, municipalities and 
residences. Each of our fully stocked locations 
provide attentive customer service, a trained 
and knowledgeable sales staff, prompt and 
reliable delivery, and competitive pricing. All of 
this has earned us an unparalleled reputation 
for great service and unbeatable value.

We proudly supply the following brands:
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Opportunities for

Membership Renewal

Your FMCA membership is one of your most valu-

able business tools. But.....

It’s 2008 and the economy is not treating any of us

well. What can you do?

Fortunately, there are choices that can help you retain
your membership , while helping FMCA continue to
protect you, your business, and your clients from
overzealous government and unlicensed builders.

Renew Through the FMCA Small Firm Program

If your firm is six persons or less, you can cut your
dues in half. Simply write on your invoice, “Small Firm”
and enclose a check for $400 instead of $800.

Not sure if you qualify for the Small Firm Program?
Please give us a call and we’ll find a solution! (321-
453-3051)

Set Up a Pay-By-Month Account

FMCA can set up an automatic monthly credit card
withdrawal program. For a larger firm, that works out
to $66.67 per month; for a small firm, it’s $33.33 per
month. We don’t yet have this capability on the
website. Just call the office (321-453-3051) with a
credit card handy and we can get this done in about
three minutes.

Reduce Your Dues By $50 for Every New Member
You Recruit

You’ll get an immediate $50 rebate for every new
member you recruit. ($25 for small firms you recruit.)
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REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MARINESUMMIT.COM • $150 PER PERSON ALL INCLUSIVE* 

2008 Green Marine Summit
Oct 10-11, 2008

Marriott on Hutchinson Island, Stuart, FL

Plan Build Finance
8:30 AM Friday, Oct 10
Special Presentation on the Financial & Insurance Crisis 
by Richard Zolty, American International Group (AIG)

Many, if not most, marine construction workers' compensation policies in
Florida are carried by AIG. What happens now? Will your policy change,
cost more, or even be canceled? What impact will Florida's proposed
lower rates for 6006F have on AIG -- and on you?

Your answers are here! DO NOT MISS THIS!
Richard Zolty is Senior Vice President of AIG Specialty Workers'
Compensation Services. The man in charge!

The 2008 Green Marine Summit
is a practical, realistic and
concise workshop designed for

marinas, marine contractors, boat-
yards, waterfront businesses and
homeowners, realtors and devel-
opers, financiers, and regulators. The
Summit is conducted by Jan
McAdams, green building and
financing expert, and respected
green architect Michael Carlson. It is
hosted by FMCA, Association of
Marina Industries, Marine Industry
Association of the Treasure Coast,
and Tech Blue Center.

FRIDAY OCT 10, 2008

8:00 AM Continental Breakfast

8:30 AM AIG’s Richard Zolty
(see above)

9:15 AM How to Build Green

The Green Summit
kicks off with an
examination of the
building and
design process of
projects that utilize
green and sustain-
able practices. The
presenters will take
you through the step-by-step
process of developing cost effective
strategies and solutions. Find out

how to incorporate
green practices into
every project. This
presentation will
include several
case studies illus-
trating specific
solutions that
marina & dock

owners have incorporated and the
benefits associated with each.

Speakers: Steve Ryder, Manager of Project
Development for Bellingham Marine and
Roxie Wyandt, Manager of Business
Enhancement for Bellingham Marine

10:15 Break

11 AM The Nation’s First LEED®
Registered Floating Green
Building: The Story of Forever
Resorts’ Commitment to Green
Marine Construction

This program will
focus on the inte-
grated design
process and how
the USGBC LEED®
green building
rating system
applies to marine
buildings. The focus
of this presentation
is the floating, modular construc-
tion, Forever Resort’s Marine

Services Building (currently in the
design phase) on Lake Mohave at
Cottonwood Cove, Nevada. The
operator (Forever Resorts), design
team and contractor will share their
perspectives on this exciting
project.

Speakers: Rod Taylor, Regional Vice
President, Forever Resorts; Michael Carlson,
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP, Project Architect; &
Gene Hammond, Manager, New Business
Development, M/Space Modular Holdings

Noon Luncheon

1PM Funding Resources for
Green Marine Projects: State,
Federal and Private Resources

Join Jan McAdams
for a lively discus-
sion on the many
funding resources
that are available to
green buildings,
green marine proj-
ects and renewable
energy resources.
She will name spe-
cific State, Federal and Utility
Company grants, loans, and incen-
tives. She will also share strategies
on how to secure deep discounts
from manufacturers with sustain-
able/green products.

Speaker: Jan McAdams, Funding Consultant

Jan McAdams

Steve Ryder Michael Carlson

Roxie Wyandt
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Sponsor Exhibitors

AdvAnCed WAteRfRont

teChnoLogies

ALLstAtes eMPLoYee stAffing

BeLLinghAM MARine

CAPe doCk suPPLY

CoAstAL PRoduCts PLus

dYnAMiC seAWALL MAintenAnCe

sYsteMs

eCo-theRMoWood

PeARson PiLings

tuffdoCk sYsteMs

This is a very new way to run a

meeting. 

There are plenty of  breaks between

sessions so attendees have time to

mingle and network.

While the main sessions are underway,

our sponsor exhibitors will be meeting

with interested attendees in an adja-

cent room.

Most important, we have involved

other organizations that share so many

of  our interests and goals to serve as

hosts of  the Summit.

When all is said and done, our

sponsor/exhibitors should see a broad

range of  customers. Our attendees

should have benefited from new inter-

actions. And our industry should be

poised to advance, yet again.

MeMBeRshiP MAtteRs!

You WiLL PRofit BY Attending!

for Green Buildings since 1996. Jan is the
author of the Funding Green Buildings
Toolkit 2008 Edition—considered the most
comprehensive resource on the subject of
funding resources for green structures and
renewable resources

2:30 Break

3:00 America's First LEED-
Certified Marina: Sun Harbor
Marina

If every environ-
mental project
incorporates
varying shades of
green, Mary Lou
LoPreste's visionary
concept for Sun
Harbor Marina in
California encom-
passes the entire
palette. Recycled products, sustain-
able resources, low energy, energy
efficient are written into every
sweeping curve, every landscaped
niche and each marina building and
amenity.

Speaker: Mary Lou LoPreste, Sun Harbor
Marina owner – and visionary!

4:00 Break

4:15 Exhibitor & Contractor
Roundtable
A roundtable discussion featuring
marine contractors and manufac-
turers who have already adopted
green building practices, as well as
an inventory of the resources
already available that can help your
company make green by going
green.  The final session highlights
our sponsors and exhibitors, whose
products range from decking and
piling to professional services that
can help you develop your own
green business practices.

6:00 PM Reception

Like all our events, the reception
is held in the exhibit hall.

SATURDAY OCT 11, 2008

8:00 AM Continental Breakfast

8:30 AM Summit Summary and
Green Action Plan (GAP)

The purpose of the Summary and
GAP is to transform this new infor-
mation and insight into action by
forming task forces and working
groups on key issues. This is
critical!

10:15 Break

10:45AM FMCA (Florida Marine
Contractors Association) Annual
Meeting & Board Election

Association Members elect the
2008-09 Board of Directors. 
Richard Zolty will be on hand at
11AM to speak to Members.

Noon Luncheon ($15 per person;
registration required)

1:30 PM FMCA Meeting Reconvenes 
with guest speaker Bill Treciak of
Electronic Data Payment Systems.
The 2008-9 Board elects its officers
and convenes its first Meeting,
where strategic priorities are deter-
mined and member issues are heard
and addressed. This meeting is free
to attend; all are invited.

Adjourn 3:30

A New Host!

Just before press time, Southwest
Florida Marine Industries
Association stepped forward as yet
another Green Marine Summit host.

Thank you Ken and everyone in
SWFMIA.

Mary Lou LoPreste

COMING TO THE SUMMIT IS NOT A
LUXURY. 

IT IS A NECESSITY IF YOU WANT TO

SUCCEED IN THIS TOUGH ECONOMY.
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ALL PROFESSIONAL, ASSOCIATE AND CONTRACTOR MEMBER FIRMS CAN VOTE!

These Candidates Are Endorsed by the Board.

Please note there is not an election this year (2008) for two

statewide directorships, and the directorship for the South Florida

Chapter.

❒  John Loftis, Contractor, Loftis Marine Division, Pensacola. 

❒  Bruce Palmer, Associate, Robbins Mfg, Tampa Bay. 

East Coast

❒  Rick Dalrymple, Professional, Insurance Office of America, Orlando

First Coast

❒  Kelly Zufelt White, Professional, Vandroff Insurance, Jacksonville

Panhandle

❒  Bryan Ball, Professional, Fisher-Brown, Pensacola

Southwest 

❒  Ron Paluck, Associate, Shoreline Lumber, Ft Myers Beach

Tampa bay

❒  Karen Tischler, Professional, LIG Marine, St Petersburg

You May Write-In A Different Choice Here.

You must include your candidate’s name, company

and phone number. Don’t be shy, we encourage you to

recommend other candidates!

           ❒  ___________________________________________

           ❒  ___________________________________________

East Coast

❒  ___________________________________________

First Coast

❒  ___________________________________________

Panhandle

❒  ___________________________________________

Southwest  

❒  ___________________________________________

Tampa bay

❒  ___________________________________________

What Chapter Are You In?

Check the map. Please

note that the Keys are

in the Southeast

Florida Chapter.

Out-of-State Members: vote in the election for

the chapter where your local representative is

based. If  you do not have a Florida-based rep-

resentative, you should still vote for the statewide

candidates.

Questions: please call our office: 

321-453-3051

or email swebster@fmca.us.

2008 FMCA Board Ballot
CheCk the Boxes ❒  next to YouR ChoiCes! 

Statewide Candidates: All Eligible Members Should Vote for No More Than Two Candidates

Chapter Candidates: All Eligible Members Should Vote for a Single Candidate From Your Chapter ONLY!

VOTING INSTRUCTIONS
Mail to: FMCA 

2569 Newfound Harbor Drive

Merritt Island, FL 32952

Mailed ballots must be received no later than Wednesday,

October 8, 2008 to be counted.

Email to: swebster@fmca.us

No later than 9AM, Thursday, October 9, 2008.

In Person: FMCA General Meeting

Marriott on Hutchinson Island

Stuart, FL

No later than 11AM, Saturday, October 11, 2008.

OUR FAX IS WORKING! 321-406-0579!

Your Company Name (one vote per company member)______________________________________________________

Your Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________
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FMCA Preparing New Consumer-Oriented Marketing

INDUSTRIAL LUMBER
Shipment by Truck

DRAGLINE MATS

BARGE MATS

SHOVEL MATS

OAK TIMBERS

Diane L. Murray                                              “Service Since1971”

Check Out Our New Website
www.crane-mats.com

OAK CRANE MATS
MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF

OAK CRANE MATSOAK CRANE MATS

SOUTH EASTERN TIMBER 
CORPORATION

SOUTH EASTERN TIMBERSOUTH EASTERN TIMBER 
CORPORATIONCORPORATION

Toll Free: 1-800-752-3804
Phone: 954-752-3800

A
t the request of  the First Coast

Chapter, FMCA has re-launched

the Save a Dock Club, which

your customers are encouraged to join.

The brochure for the Club is being

tested by First Coast contractors, and

should be available to all Members at

the Summit.

Membership is $50 to join, $25 to

renew. Save a Dock Club members will

receive access to “members only” parts

of  the website, which will be developed

if  consumer interest is strong.

Will interest be strong?

This issue’s cover photo is from a family

who were burned on a seawall. They

bought for price and not for profession-

alism. It cost them $60K. They learned

their lesson the hard way, as their wall

collapsed and the builder disappeared. 

Having been burnt

once, they did

their homework

and learned about

FMCA. 

They determined

they would only

hire an FMCA

member to repair

the mess they have. 

They contacted

Kelly Zufelt

White, Director of

our First Coast

Chapter asking for

this information:

1)  List of  qualified bulkhead builders

in my area.

2)  List of  insurance requirements for

marine contractors.  Explain what

they cover.

3)  Any pertinent information that

would assist me in getting my con-

tractor off  the streets.

New FMCA Contractor Member

Robinson Marine won this sizable piece

of  business, thanks to Kelly, thanks to

customers who are getting smarter, and

thanks to FMCA.

A Special Offer 
for Waterfront Homeowners

������	
��
���	�

�����������������

Save a Dock Club is the consumer/owner 
advocacy arm of Florida Marine Contractors 

Association, the professional trade association
for the marine construction industry.

Too many waterfront homeowners are
being ripped off by unlicensed, uninsured,

unscrupulous builders. 

Information is your best weapon in your
fight to protect your waterfront home!

Save a Dock Club Membership will show
you how to hire reputable, professional

contractors, buy the best products, and find
answers to complex regulations.

It’s your home! Help protect it by joining
the Save a Dock Club!
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Anchor Award winners have each recruited two or more

new members since January, 2004.

Mike Jones, SteMic Marine,
2007 Golden Anchor Award Winner
John Loftis, Loftis Marine Division, 
2006 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Eric Hermann, Industrial & Marine Hardware,
2005 Golden Anchor Award Winner
Paul Sieber, H&W Distributors, 

2004 Golden Anchor Award Winner

Hap Cameron, S.E. Cline Construction
Dan Gileo, Decks & Docks Lumber

Bill Golden, Golden Global Manufacturing
Val Grabowski, Heritage Docks

Charlie Grindrod, G&D Constructors
Scott Groomes, Construction Technology

Sean Holmes, Palm Valley Marine Construction
Steven Kern, Snavely Forest Products
Rick Kozell, Southern Pine Lumber

George Lackey, Hockman Lackey Insurance
Steve Liebel, Duncan Seawall

Paul Lynch, Paul Lynch & Associates
Mike McCartney, American Marine Construction
Blair McVety, Charlotte County Seawalls

Mike Morrison, Morrison Builders
Don Pardue, Wood Treaters
Dick Remke, Decks & Docks

Doug Speeler, Speeler Services
Doug Speeler, Jr., Speeler & Associates

James Timmerman, DSMS, Inc.
Kristy Tingle, Ace Boat Lifts
Karen Tischler, LIG Marine

Kelly Zufelt, Vandroff Insurance

Since the Anchor Award recruitment program was
launched in January, 2004, FMCA has awarded

Members 27 Anchors. Members earn their Anchors
by recruiting two new members. Each year, the top
recruiting Anchor is named Anchor of the Year.

Anchors who recruit 22 members become Members
For Life and never pay dues again. 
Anchor holders must be Members.

fMCA’s Position on MAnAtee PRoteCtion

• If  sound science supports it, so do we.

• If  sound science doesn’t support it, neither do we.

• All rules must be reviewed and approved by local committees.

• Research is better than restrictions.

• Technology is better than tickets.

IMPORTANT FMCA BANKING NOTICE!

FMCA’S ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ADDRESS HAS
CHANGED. PLEASE MAIL YOUR DUES RENEWAL

CHECKS TO:

Florida Marine Contractors Association
POB 410755

Melbourne, FL 32941-0755

IMPORTANT NEW FREE SERVICE!

FMCA Members receive FREE accounts
receivable (deposit) management when opening
an account with Prime Bank, FMCA’s banking

partner. For info call: 321-453-3051.

CCORRECTIONSORRECTIONS
FMCA will promptly correct errors or omissions. 

FMCA Meeting Dates

October 10-11, 2008 

2008 Green Marine Summit

Marriott on Hutchinson Island

See the centerfold for more information!

January 16-17. 2009 Quarterly Meeting

Location TBD

May 1-2, 2009 Florida Dock & Marine Expo

Riverfront Hyatt, Jacksonville, FL

Effective immediately, FMCA Chapters will submit bids to serve as hosts for

FMCA Meetings and Expos. Chapters are also required to hold at least two

local meetings per year.

fMCA Meeting CALendAR

All meetings are open to Members and Prospects. 

Support licenSed, 

inSured profeSSionalS.

pleaSe don’t Sell to

unlicenSed builderS.
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FIRST COAST CHAPTER
MEETING SEPTEMBER

11, 2008

CONTACT KELLY
ZUFELT WHITE FOR
MEETING TIME AND

PLACE

KELLY@VANDROFF-
INSURANCE.COM

Amendment 6:  Proposed constitutional amendment for working waterfront properties

A
mendment 6 represents two years worth of

work and various discussions with marina

owners, property appraisers, local governments

and various business organizations.

The marine industry in this state

contributes over $18 billion to

Florida’s economy and provides

220,000 jobs.  We have all read or

heard the stories from around the

state about the taxation of  these

waterfronts and how their tax bills

have dramatically increased in

many areas of  the state because of

the application of  “highest and

best use”.  

Unlike other businesses, the

marine industry can not move as

they are dependent on direct

access to the water.  The high

taxes are forcing working waterfronts to consider selling

their businesses for other uses such as condominium

development or they are relocating out of  state. An

example of  this trend, two major boat manufacturers

relocated to other southern states due to taxes, incentives

offered by these states and in general, the high cost of

doing business in Florida.

Amendment 6 simply states marinas and drystacks open

to the public, vessel launches that are navigable and

accessible to the public, commercial fishing facilities,

water dependent marine manufacturing facilities,

marine vessel construction and repair facilities and their

support activities all be taxed at current use.

This amendment will allow an industry to continue to

provide much needed public access to Floridians, tourists

and future generations.  Without it, we may lose public

access to our waters forever.

VOTE YES ON
AMENDMENT 6 ON
NOVEMBER 4.
URGE FRIENDS,
FAMILY AND

COWORKERS TO

VOTE YES, TOO!

Rick Fender and Sean Holmes deserve

big thanks for their help in getting these

chapters going. 

Just about everything good that is hap-

pening with FMCA is a result of  creating

the chapters. I’m over being modest

about it: yes it was my idea and it was a

darn good one. (It’s about time I had

one.)

License Tests

The next round of  testing for the Florida

Marine Specialty Contractor (MSC)

license will be held October 14-15, 2008,

at Orlando, Palmetto, Miami and Talla-

hassee. To register for the exam and to

learn more, visit www.floridaexam.com.

There’s lots more, but paper and postage

cost money. Come to the Summit to take

advantage of  everything FMCA offers! 

Sincerely,

Steven Webster

Executive Director

Exec Dir Continues from page 3

by Vera Locke, Executive Director, Marine Industries Association of the Treasure Coast
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Boundaries

of  the FMCA Regional

Chapters. 

FMCA Chapters align with the

boundaries of  Florida Department

of  Environmental Protection 

districts, except the Keys portion

of  Monroe County is in the South

Chapter.

Officers
President Mike Jones
[mjones@fmca.us]

Vice President John Loftis
[jloftis@fmca.us]

Secretary-Treasurer Sean Holmes
[sholmes@fmca.us]

Second Vice President Dan Gileo
[dgileo@fmca.us]

Past President Rick Fender
[rfender@fmca.us]

Executive Director
Steven Webster
[swebster@fmca.us] 
321-453-3051

Government Relations Director 
Peggy Mathews
[pmathews@fmca.us] 
850-877-3848

Meeting Planning Director
Meg Slentz Nagy
[mslentznagy@fmca.us] 
321-733-2670

FMCA oFFiCers & ContACt inForMAtion

Directors

Val Grabowski [vgrabowski@fmca.us]

Bruce Palmer [bpalmer@fmca.us]

Kent Safriet [ksafriet@fmca.us]

Murray Shatt [mshatt@fmca.us]

Lori Sousa [lsousa@fmca.us]

Ken Wells [kwells@fmca.us]

Regional Directors
First Coast
Kelly Zufelt 904-296-3390
Central Florida 
Rick Dalrymple 407-
Panhandle
Bryan Ball 850-934-0530
South Florida
Ken Wells 305-745-2840
Southwest Florida
Ron Paluck 239-267-6857
Tampa Bay
Karen Tischler 727-578-2800
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What Has FMCA Done For You Lately?

$65,000 for $250

True story: last month, a small marine

contractor won a $65,000 contract

thanks to her membership in FMCA. 

$300,000 Saved in 5 Years on a
$100,000 Payroll

That's how much money FMCA has

KEPT in a typical marine contractor's

wallet since 2002 for every $100,000 in

wages paid. In 2002, workers' comp pre-

miums averaged up to $70 per every

$100 in wages. Thanks to FMCA, rates

began to drop in 2003 and haven't

stopped. Today, workers comp rates are

$17.50 and are ready to drop even more.

All that adds up. The savings over the

past five years are $300,000 for every

$100,000 in wages.

This year's drop in rates will keep

$3,000 in your pocket you otherwise

would have paid for insurance. $3,000

for every $100,000 in wages. That's a

3% return on investment in 2008!

Try to earn a LEGAL return like that as

easily anywhere else today!

Friendly Meetings With the DEP

FMCA members can meet with their

local DEP regulators to figure out --

together -- how to clarify regulations,

speed permit approval, and make sure

that Members know when changes are

coming -- before they do. The first work-

shops on seawall regulations are sched-

uled, and workshops on boat lift specifi-

cations will be next.

Money-Saving Financial Tools

FMCA offers a great rate to all members

on credit card processing, and can even

hook you up with FREE bank deposit

management.

Simple, cost-saving tools available to

ALL members.

$200,000 for $800

A past due member called, anxious to

win a big contract.

"They insist on an FMCA Membership

and I know I'm behind in my dues. Can

I use a credit card?"

Absolutely. Any member can renew

online at www.fmca.us. Remember that

contractors must show proof  (every

year) of  licensing and insurance cov-

erage.

Products and Services You See
First

Dock and Marine Expo. Mini Expo.

Green Marine Summit. Meetings in six

chapters across Florida. This is where

the breakthrough in workers comp rates

happened. Where the new marine

license was developed. 

If  you don't go, you won't know.

State Marine Specialty
Construction License

FMCA wrote the "scope" for the new

Florida Marine Specialty Construction

license.

This license gives every holder the right

to work everywhere in Florida. Because

the "scope" is wider than that of  many

county licenses, and allows holders to

perform work previously reserved to

general contractors, it is possibly the

single greatest achievement of  FMCA.

Professionalism

FMCA is the professional trade associa-

tion for the marine construction

industry. You are part of  an elite group

that has accomplished great things.

NAME ___________________________________ COMPANY _____________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________ STATE/PROVINCE  _____ ZIP ___________

PHONE _________________________ FAX ___________________________

EMAIL __________________________________________________
r Contractor Member ($500)  
r Associate Member ($500)  REFERRED BY _______________________________
r Professional Member ($500)

EARN YOUR ANCHOR! RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER TODAY.
Mail this form to FMCA POB 542111 Merritt Island, FL 32954 or call 321-453-3051 to apply.


